Moses and the burning bush, 12th century
Saint Catherine's Monastery, Sinai (Egypt)

The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Liturgy of the Word
10:30AM ON AUGUST 30, 2020
GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH I S NOT C
 URRENTLY GATHERING I N THE CHURCH B UILDING FOR SERVICES
OF W
 ORSHIP. INSTEAD, W
 E A
 RE “HEALING O
 N T HE SABBATH,” P RAYING TOGETHER WHILE A
 PART A
 S
AN EXPRESSION O
 F LOVING O
 NE A
 NOTHER A
 ND O
 UR NEIGHBORS T OO. WE A
 REN’T IN CHURCH T HESE
DAYS, B
 UT WE ARE B EING C
 HURCH T HESE D
 AYS, U
 NITED A
 S T HE BODY O
 F CHRIST T HROUGH COMMON
PRAYER, A
  DYNAMIC FAITH, A
 ND A BOUNDLESS L OVE. THIS SUNDAY W
 E CELEBRATE WITH LITURGY O
 F
THE WORD. OUR NEXT COMMUNION SUNDAY I S SEPTEMBER 13.
This morning’s service streams on FaceBookLive at 10:30am. Readings for the Thirteenth
Sunday can be found in English and S
 panish. We will also join the National Cathedral at
11:15 for their service of Holy Eucharist.

The Prelude

 Bourbon (Take up your cross) arr. by Charles W. Ore (b. 1936)

The Welcome
Adams

The Rev. Jen

Officiant: B
 lessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: A
 nd blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
Officiant: Let us pray.
Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our
hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all
goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.
Amen.
The First Lesson
Psalm 105: 1-6, 23-26, 45c

1 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; *
make known his deeds among the peoples.
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, *
and speak of all his marvelous works.
3 Glory in his holy Name; *
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.
4 Search for the Lord and his strength; *
continually seek his face.
5 Remember the marvels he has done, *
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth,
6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, *
O children of Jacob his chosen.
23 Israel came into Egypt, *
and Jacob became a sojourner in the land of Ham.
24 The Lord made his people exceedingly fruitful; *
he made them stronger than their enemies;
25 Whose heart he turned, so that they hated his people, *
and dealt unjustly with his servants.
26 He sent Moses his servant, *

Exodus 3: 1-15

and Aaron whom he had chosen.
45 Hallelujah!

Sequence Hymn
1

Take up your cross, the Savior said,
if you would my disciple be;
take up your cross with willing heart,
and humbly follow after me.

2

Take up your cross, then, in his strength,
and calmly every danger brave:
it guides you to abundant life
and leads to victory o’er the grave.

3

Take up your cross, and follow Christ,
nor think till death to lay it down;
for only those who bear the cross
may hope to wear the glorious crown.
Words: Charles William Everest (1814-1877), alt.
Music: Bourbon, melody att. Freeman Lewis (1780-1859)
used with permission

The Gospel

Matthew 16: 21-28

The Homily

The Rev. Jen Adams

The Prayers of the People

In the course of the silence after each bidding, please offer your own prayers, either silently or aloud, or entered
into the comment section online.

Loving God, you have promised to hear when we pray.
Therefore in confidence and trust we pray for the Church:
(Particular intercessions/thanksgivings may be offered.)

Almighty God, enliven the Church for its mission that we may be salt of the earth and light
to the world. Breathe fresh life into your people. Give us power to reveal Christ in word
and action.
We pray for the world:

(Particular intercessions/thanksgivings may be offered.)

Creator of all, lead us and every people into ways of justice and peace. That we may respect
one another in freedom and truth. Awaken in us a sense of wonder for the earth and all
that is in it. Teach us to care creatively for its resources using them rightly in the service of
all.
We pray for the community:

(Particular intercessions/thanksgivings may be offered.)

God of trust, inspire with your wisdom those whose decisions affect the lives of others that
all may act with integrity, courage, and compassion. Give grace to all whose lives are linked
with ours. May we serve Christ in one another, and love as he loves us.
We pray for the those in need:

(Particular intercessions/thanksgivings may be offered.)

God of hope, comfort and restore all who suffer in body, mind or spirit. May they know
the power of your healing love. Make us willing agents of your compassion. Strengthen us
as we share in making people whole.
We pray for those who have died and those who grieve:
(Particular intercessions/thanksgivings may be offered.)

We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in the faith of Christ and those
whose faith is known to you alone. Into your hands, we commend them. Give comfort to
those who mourn. Bring them peace in their time of loss. We also praise you for your saints
who have entered your eternal glory. May their example inspire and encourage us.
Officiant O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude
of your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for
help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever.
People
Amen.

The Blessing
Announcements (see below)
The Dismissal
Officiant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.
The Postlude

Variations on "Take Up Your Cross" by Marilyn Biery (b. 1959)

Music Note Our hymn today is an example of both an American text and an American
tune. The text comes from a 1833 book of poetry, Visions of Death, and Other Poems, by
Charles William Everest. At that time, Everest was 19 years old. The hymn has been
described as "a young man's hymn" due to the age of the author. It is one of only two
American hymns to appear in the original English classic hymnal, Hymns, Ancient and
Modern (1861).
The tune, Bourbon, comes originally from a shape-note hymnal, Beauties of
Harmonies, in 1814. American shape note hymnals used different shapes of note heads to
indicate pitches. They were very popular in "singing schools" and over 100 hundred were
published in the first part of the 19th century. The name of the tune, Bourbon, comes from
Bourbon Country, Kentucky. which, as the 1982 Hymnal Companion, puts it "this county
is ... popularly known for its association with a particular type of corn whiskey distilled
according to a process invented by a Baptist preacher, the Rev. Elijah Craig."
Submitted by Steve Jenkins, Music Director

Announcements
11:15am Service of Holy Eucharist at the National Cathedral (found here)
Join us online for the celebration of the Holy Eucharist on the Eleventh Sunday
after Pentecost. The Rev. Canon Leonard L. Hamlin, Sr. preaches and the Very Rev.
Randolph Marshall Hollerith presides.
11:15am Growing Into Worship
Sarah Shea will gather with Grace Littles for their own Liturgy of the Word, a time
of listening, prayer, and connecting with God and each other. Contact Sarah for the
Zoom info.

See other program and group invites on our website’s “Grace during Covid” page.

