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At a time when we see so much evil, we are called upon to have the 

moral grandeur and spiritual audacity to believe in good, to proclaim 

it, to stand in conviction, to take the people who truly do evil and, yes, 

hold them accountable. But to nevertheless stand for the possibility of 

human redemption that turns even the hardest hearts. 
 

Marianne Williamson, author of Healing the Soul of America 

 
This quote from Marianne Williamson comes from the award winning 

documentary, “The Power of Forgiveness,” which we watched during Forum 

here at Grace on the first Sunday in Lent.  That film includes leaders from 

various faith traditions speaking on what it means to forgive, reflecting on 

world and personal events that have called forth forgiveness, and asking what it 

is about forgiveness that radiates something of holiness in its core.  These 

voices and stories launched us on this Lenten journey which includes ongoing 

reflection on the practice of forgiveness from varieties of angles and in varieties 

of forms. 

 

I love the language of “moral grandeur” and “spiritual audacity” that 

Williamson uses in her statement above.  I love it in part because it’s the kind of 

language from which Episcopalians tend to shy away.  We’re more likely to be 

“sound” or “grounded” than we are to be audacious or grand.  But forgiveness is 

an incredibly radical concept and it’s a transformative process and it calls us to 

live beyond what society and even we might vision as truly possible.  Even 

Episcopalians are called to this audacious sort of proclamation.    

 

One of the most important points made in our discussions thus far involves the 

importance of community in the process of forgiveness.  Community (a radical 

concept in itself) sustains and guides when individuals have either sinned or 

been sinned against and need to re-find their way forward.  It is the community 

that carries the vision and hope of forgiveness when individually, that vision 

can be hard to claim let alone move into.  Forgiveness is often a very personal 

sort of process but the community itself plays a critical role in holding close 

those who grant forgiveness and those who need it, whether that holding be 

through welcome or prayer or even the simple yet powerful offering of hope.  

The work that is forgiveness is something that never needs to be done entirely 

alone. 

 

Which is why we travel together this season and always.  If you’re going to be 

audacious, it’s better to be in good company.  If you are hurting and seeking 

reconciliation it’s good to be in prayer with those who will help healing come.  

Truth is that our proclamations only get more grand as we go.  We move from 

the possibility of forgiveness to the promise of resurrection all in a mere forty 

one days.  Join us. 

 

Peace, 

 

Jen 
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Believing, Belonging, Becoming In Lent 

The Christian Practice of Forgiveness 

 

Sunday Forums at 9:15 am 

   
Sunday, March 3 Ms. Ann Mc Knight, LMSW, ACSW, local family 

counselor and therapist speaks on the process that is 

Restorative Circles 

 

Sunday, March 10 Mr. Curt Tofteland, Founder and Producing Director 

of Shakespeare Behind Bars speaks on his healing 

work in prisons 

 

Sunday, March 17 Reconciling Love: A Millennium Mandate, by 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu, a presentation given at 

UCSB in 2005 

 

Sunday, March 24  Forgiveness in the Gospel Stories of Holy Week   
 

 

Ms. Ann McKnight, LMSW,ACSW will present on 

“Restorative Circles” as we consider processes that lead to 

the possibility of forgiveness. Restorative Circles utilizes non-

violent communication to help move those in conflict toward 

mutual connection and understanding.  This process is used in 

institutions and communities around the world.  

Mr. Curt Tofteland, Founder and Producing Director of 

Shakespeare Behind Bars will draw from his experience 

teaching in prisons to explore questions such as, “What does 

it mean to forgive and why do we do it?” “What do 

forgiveness, redemption, and restoration look like among 

those whom society considers “lost”?” and “Can art play a 

healing role in our own understanding of what it means to 

forgive?”   
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Believing, Belonging, Becoming In Lent 

The Christian Practice of Forgiveness 

Wednesdays, February 20th – March 20th 

5:45  Supper in the Undercroft  

6:30  Holy Eucharist in the Undercroft 

7:00  Forgiveness: A Time to Love and a Time to Hate 

  Viewing and Discussion of this Series in the Forum Room 

7:00  Program on Forgiveness geared for Young Children in the  

   Undercroft 

7:00  Kids Choir in the Choir Room or Sanctuary 

7:45  Chamber Choir in the Choir Room or Sanctuary 

 

The PBS series discussion will be facilitated by Rev. Jen Adams.  

The Children’s Program will be led by Debbie Coyle. 

 

Helen Whitney’s FORGIVENESS explores the act 

of forgiveness through a wide range of stories, 

from personal betrayals to the post-genocidal 

reconciliation of nations.  “Giving voice to the 

stories of nations and individuals who have 

suffered and struggled to forgive, FORGIVENESS 

provides a moving and much-needed chronicle of 

reconciliation.” 
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Palm Sunday (March 24)   8:15, 10:30AM 
Join us for a blessing of the palms, triumphal procession into church, narration of the 

Passion of Our Lord, and celebration of Holy Communion. The 10:30 service will begin 

in the Church yard—weather permitting. 

  
  

Maundy Thursday  (March 28)  6:15PM 
Join us for an Agape meal, a foot washing, and Communion as we remember the Last 

Supper. We close with a stripping of the altar in preparation for Good Friday. Please bring 

bread, wine, or fruit for the meal if you are able and let us know via a sign-up sheet in the 

Commons what you plan to bring. 

  
  

Good Friday (March 29)  7PM 
Join us as we mark the crucifixion of our Lord with the Story of the Passion, solemn 

reflections, prayers, and song. 
   

 

Easter  
 

 Easter Vigil (Saturday, March 30) 8:00PM - Gather with us at sundown in the Church 

yard as we kindle a fire in the darkness and process in to listen to the Biblical story of 

God’s saving actions.  At the news of Christ’s resurrection, we shout “Alleluia!”, ring 

bells, sing praises, and celebrate Holy Communion. (Bring your bells!) A celebratory 

dessert feast will follow this service. Sign up in the Commons to bring desserts. 

  

 Easter Service (Sunday, March 31) 10:30AM - We gather in the good news of Christ’s 

resurrection, celebrating Baptisms, Communion, and offering our thanks and praise to God.  

  

Come walk with us as we walk with Christ. 
 

Childcare is provided at all services during Holy Week. 
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MEN’S BIBLE STUDY CONTINUES:  
Alternate Mondays, 5:30 to 6:45 pm (a men’s discussion group) — The men's study group 

"Beer and Bibles" meets every other Monday, 5:30 to 6:45, for conversation, reflection, and 

fellowship.  We are currently reading through the book of Hebrews.  B-Y-O-Both.  

Upcoming dates are March 13th and March 27th. 

ST. MARY'S GUILD 
 

St. Mary's will meet on Monday, March 11, at 7:15 PM in the Forum Room. Since the 

February meeting was canceled due to inclement weather, our speaker for that evening, Carol 

Myers, has graciously agreed to talk to us in March. She will share her extensive knowledge 

about St. Nicholas. Check out her website at www.stnicholascenter.org/pages/carolmyers. This 

is an open meeting, and anyone interested in learning more about St. Nicholas is welcome. 

 

Hostesses for the evening are Allene Boughton and Dianne Hoyt 

Xwâvtà|ÉÇ 9 YÉÜÅtà|ÉÇ Xwâvtà|ÉÇ 9 YÉÜÅtà|ÉÇ Xwâvtà|ÉÇ 9 YÉÜÅtà|ÉÇ Xwâvtà|ÉÇ 9 YÉÜÅtà|ÉÇ     

IT ISN’T TOO LATE FOR LENT MADNESS! 
 

The match-up started with 32 saints, and now we are down to the  Round of the Saintly Sixteen. 

Eight will advance to the Round of the Elate Eight; four will make it to the Faithful Four; two 

to the Championship; and the winner is awarded the coveted Golden Halo. Now things get a bit 

more interesting as we offer quotes and quirks, explore legends, and even move into the area of 

saintly kitsch. 

 

Check out the bulletin board outside the Forum Room for the 2013 Brackets and the seasonal 

motion toward the Final Four and the ultimate awarding of the Golden Halo! Don’t miss the 

Sunday school Children’s bracket to see how they picked!  Go to http;//lentmadness.org 

 

CHILDREN’S BEACH PARTY! 
A Beach Party in March? Yes! There will be an after-church beach 

party for children ages 5th grade and under on Sunday, March 10th, 

from 12 to 2:30pm. Since Sundays in Lent are a celebration, we will play "beach games" and 

do activities and stories related to a summer beach party theme. Lunch will be provided. There 

is no cost for the event but an RSVP is required so that we can plan appropriately. Nursery will 

be provided for children 3 and under. Look for the sign up in the Commons. 
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News from Children and Youth 
 

It is hard to believe that Lent is here and we are moving toward Easter.   

The children and youth of Grace are moving through March with a 

variety of formation, fellowship, and service activities. 

 

All of our Sunday Education Hour classes have moved into a study of 

New Testament  lessons.   On Palm Sunday, our Elementary and Middle 

School groups will prepare the bread for our Holy Week and Triduum services.    Children and 

youth are being invited into a more active role during these services by leading the foot 

washing, lighting the candles, providing the bread, reading, assisting with music, and carrying 

the cross for the Good Friday service. 

 

On March 3rd, the Youth of Grace and Hope Churches will participate in the annual  “Move-A-

Thon” from 8am-2pm.  The group has been collecting sponsorships for the event which will 

involve a series of movement-based activities.   On March 9th, they will then visit the Hope 

College Dance Marathon where they will present the money they have raised to help support 

the Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital.    You can still sponsor them by contacting the church 

office to make a pledge. 

 

The children of our “Young Families” group will have an indoor beach party on Sunday, March 

10th with lunch, games, lessons, and crafts.   Nursery care will be provided for children under 

4.   This will be a great chance for this group to have some fellowship time. All kids are 

welcome! 

 

Mid-March, we will begin registering volunteers to help us serve at the Dutch Food Court of 

the Tulip Time Marketplaats.   This is our sixth year of working with the First United 

Methodist Church to prepare and serve traditional Dutch foods during this event.   This is our 

one major fundraiser for pilgrimage, mission trips, and other special youth events.   Please help 

us keep the tradition of great participation and support by signing up in the Commons to take a 

shift (or two).  All you need is black pants and a white shirt.  We will supply the rest.  Bring a 

friend!!! 

 

Grace youth continue to participate with the “Tri-Youth” group with our friends from Grace, 

Hope Church, and First Presbyterian Church.   The combined youth have had a great year 

together and are looking forward to continuing this activity.  We meet on the first Sunday each 

month.   In April, the group will participate in CROP Walk and in May they will have an 

evening of outdoor fun at a Tunnel Park picnic. 

 

Please consider volunteering as part of our leadership team.   We are encouraging volunteers to 

sign up for short term, special event, and long term volunteering opportunities.    Contact 

Debbie at the church office (616) 396-7459 or online at debcoyle@gmail.com to find out how 

you can be a part of Children’s and Youth Ministries leadership. 

 

       Submitted by Debbie Coyle, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries 
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PARKINSON'S SUPPORT GROUP AT GRACE:  
 

If you are living with Parkinson's disease (or know someone who is) consider the Grace 

Parkinson's Support Group as a place to find companionship, encouragement and support on 

the journey. The group meets on the third Thursday of the month. Next meeting is March 

21st beginning at 7pm in the Forum Room. 

Contact the Church Office, Rev. Jen Adams or Tom or Tammy Kelly if you are interested in 

joining. 

Xwâvtà|ÉÇ 9 YÉÜÅtà|ÉÇ  B  ctáàÉÜtÄ VtÜx Xwâvtà|ÉÇ 9 YÉÜÅtà|ÉÇ  B  ctáàÉÜtÄ VtÜx Xwâvtà|ÉÇ 9 YÉÜÅtà|ÉÇ  B  ctáàÉÜtÄ VtÜx Xwâvtà|ÉÇ 9 YÉÜÅtà|ÉÇ  B  ctáàÉÜtÄ VtÜx     

HEALING SHAWL MINISTRY IS EXPANDING!!  
 

Knitted or crocheted shawls have provided a way to reach out to parishioners as well as those 

in our community who may be experiencing illness, grief or other difficult circumstances. With 

gentlemen in mind, we are now adding fleece fringed lap robes. Just as yarn is available for the 

knitted and crocheted shawls, fleece is available for the lap robes, along with directions. For 

those who would like to contribute to this ministry but don’t knit or crochet, the fleece lap 

robes are a great alternative as no sewing is required. For more information, please call Brenda 

Millett, 738-0890. 

MARKETPLAATS 
 

No car wash, no cookie sales, no pizza sales... because you volunteer at Marketplaats!!! 

 

The Dutch Marketplaats food court at the Civic Center during Tulip Time is our ONE major fund-

raiser for special youth events such as pilgrimage, mission trips, and ski retreat. Please help us pre-

pare for this event by attending one (or more) of the following workshops at First United Methodist 

Church where we will prepare our major food items for the Marketplaats. The dates are: 
 

Wednesday, March 13 - Pea Soup 

Wednesday, March 27 - Meatballs 

Saturday, April 6 - Windmill Cookies 

Saturday, April 13 - Brownies & Buttercake 

Wednesday, April 17 - Pigs 
 

All workshops will begin at 9:00 am and continue til complete. 

We welcome ALL help...for a short time or the duration!  
 

Can't attend the workshops and still want to help? We have multiple opportunities for you to help us 

during Tulip Time to serve this amazing food. There are a variety of ways to help. See the sign up 

table for more information. 
 

Sign up on the sign up table in the Commons. 
 

Submitted by Debbie Coyle, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries 
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DIOCESAN MISSIONS: TUSCALOOSA, ALABAMA 

 HOME OF THE CRIMSON TIDE 

  NEEDS YOUR HELP      
A mile wide tornado with winds of up to 190 mph devastated major areas of Tuscaloosa on 

April 27, 2011.  This tornado started near Tuscaloosa and covered 300 miles eventually 

dissipating near Birmingham, Ala.   Entire neighborhoods were destroyed.  Apartments, 

shopping centers, restaurants, hospitals, and schools were affected.  Forty-three people were 

killed and over 1000 injured with 7000 homes destroyed.  This was the worst tornado in 

recorded history.  Recovery will take years 

 

Considering missions for 2013, the Diocesan Mission Board chose Tuscaloosa as its first 

mission project for this year.  The dates of the mission are May 3 to May 12.  We will car pool 

to the mission.  The diocese will cover our costs for fuel and motels.  We will be staying at a 

Y.M.C.A. camp near Tuscaloosa. All camp fees, accommodations, and meals are also covered 

by our diocese.  There are no registration fees.  

 

Habitat for Humanity is operating the recovery camp.  We are now Habitat's partner on this 

rebuild project.  To view their internet site contact habitat@tuscaloosa.org.   Other Habitat 

partners include Nick Sabin's 14/14 Foundation.  The Diocese is looking for approximately 20 

volunteers.  We will have experienced diocesan mission leaders and crew leaders to work with 

Habitat on the rebuild project. 

 

Volunteers with experience in construction, such as dry wall, framing windows, doors, and 

cabinets, or flooring are needed.  Less experience volunteers for painting, insulation, skill labor 

assistants, and transportation are also valued. 

 

To volunteer or for more information contact Terry Dorcy at tjdorcy@aol.com or call Terry 

at 269-349-3625. 

 

Other options in 2013:   

 Kentucky Reading Camp, June 15 through June 22 

 Pine Ridge, SD, June 21 through June 29 

 Minot, ND, July 19 through July 28 

 Kentucky Rebuild, September 21 through September 28 

 New Orleans, November 15 through November 24 

 

There is a job for everyone, even if you have no special skills!!  The experience is very 

worthwhile.  You give, but you also gain!! 

 

  THE BEST WAY TO FIND YOURSELF  

   IS TO LOSE YOURSELF IN SERVICE TO OTHERS 
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FEEDING AMERICA 
 

Mark your calendars for our upcoming Feeding America dates:  

March 14th and April 11th. We need folks to help with set-up and 

to welcome our guests.  

If you are working in the kitchen, come at 3:30.  

If you are working registration, come at 4:00.  

If you are working food distribution, come at 5:00. 

 

Also, remember the ongoing need for laundry detergent (see special 

request) and toilet paper! You can bring these items at any time and deposit them in the 

labeled drawers in the Commons. With a little corporate help we have managed to regularly 

distribute these items to each family. Good job Grace! 
 

Special request:  We appreciate the many laundry detergent donations 

we receive, but if possible, please keep the bottles under 70oz. for 

ease in distribution. 

 

For over 3 years Grace Church has served 2,774 families with our Feeding America 

Outreach initiative. Once a month, Grace has distributed 5,000 pounds of food together with 

toilet paper and laundry soap. This totals 140,000 pounds of food and approximately 2,600 

bottles of soap and 11,096 rolls of toilet paper! 

 

The cost for food is covered through our Outreach budget. However, we are dependent on our 

member’s in kind contributions of soap and toilet paper. Because the number of families 

served has risen significantly, we also encourage financial contributions to help us meet the 

need.  These may be made by check to Grace Church noting in the memo section “ FA soap 

& paper.” 

 

The families we serve through Feeding America are very appreciative as Grace continues to 

reach out in our community. 

 

Submitted by Sue Cloutier 

COMMUNITY KITCHEN 
 

Every weekday and on Sundays too, the Community Kitchen serves lunch to about 200 

hungry people out of the commons area at Western Seminary.  

 

Grace Church is committed to providing three or four helpers each Wednesday. 

Volunteers are needed to help serve and clean up from 11:15am to 1:30pm every 

Wednesday. Please sign up in the Commons and let us know if you are available to be “on-

call”. 
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DIOCESE MISSION MANAGERS NEEDED 
 

The Diocese is seeking experienced volunteers to manage the following missions in 2013: 

• Tuscaloosa Alabama, May 3 through May 12, an area devastated by tornadoes in 2011   

• Minot, North Dakota, July 19 through 28, destroyed by a flood in 2011 

• Lexington, Kentucky, September 21 through 28, home remodeling and repair in Appalachia  

• New Orleans, Louisiana, November 15 through 24, home reconstruction and landscaping in 

the aftermath of hurricanes 

 

The Diocese is also seeking volunteers for two reading camps this summer: 

• Lexington, Kentucky, June 15 through 22, teachers, aides, and camp counselors are need to 

work with second, third, and fourth graders 

• Grand Rapids, Michigan, July 22 through 26, a joint effort between St. Andrew's Episcopal 

and Grand Rapids Public Schools to improve reading skills for elementary children 

 

Each of the disaster relief missions will need two Mission Leaders.  Experience in previous 

Diocesan missions and general knowledge of home repair is a plus.  Leadership skills working 

with people in a group setting is essential.   

 

To learn more about or to volunteer as a Mission Leader, contact Terry Dorcy, 

tjdorcy@aol.com, or call 269-349-3625. 

 

To learn more about or volunteer for one or both of the Diocesan reading camps, contact Rev. 

Cindy Nawrocki at rocki@att.net. 

HELP “SPRUCE UP”  

THE CHURCH GROUNDS FOR EASTER! 
 

Buildings and Grounds needs your help! 

Please join your fellow parishioners Saturday March 30 at 8:30 am 

for three hours of enjoyable work. 
 

We have some bushes to plant and some bark to spread.  

More hands make light work! 

In case of rain/snow, we will work on Saturday April 6. 

A sign up sheet will be in the Commons. 

If you can, bring rakes, shovels, wheel barrows and clippers, and don’t forget your gloves! 

Thank you! 
 

Submitted by Buildings and Grounds 
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APRIL NEWLETTER DEADLINE:  Wednesday, March 20 2013 

Times New Roman, 12pt requested.  Send to gechurch@sbcglobal.net 

 

Have something to share?  Want to write something about a recent or upcoming Grace event?  

Don’t be shy, send it in!  We love articles that share any aspect of Grace life.  

THANK YOU TO FEBRUARY COFFEE HOUR HOSTS! 
 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

From Laurie VanArk 

 Coffee Hour Coordinator 

Phil Harrington 

Jeff & Rosemary Erickson 

Cherie & Roger DeCook 

Donna & Gary Bogle 

Holland is Ready will host Dr. James Brownson, Professor of 

New Testament at Western Theological Seminary who will speak 

on his newly published book, Bible, Gender, Sexuality: 

Reframing the Church’s Debate on Same-Sex Relationships on 

Monday, March 4th  at 7:00pm, at Grace Episcopal Church. 
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Our Mission Statement: 
 

Grace is a dynamic community of faith 
grounded in Episcopal tradition,  
welcoming all, and serving Christ  
through worship, spiritual growth, and 
compassionate care for one another,  
the community and God’s world. 

 

 

 

   

 
 

Grace Episcopal Church 

555 Michigan Ave.       

Holland, MI  49423 
 

Address Service Requested 
 

Please help us go GREEN!   Contact us at gechurch@sbcglobal.net if you are able to view the 

newsletter online at www.graceepiscopalholland.org/newsletter. 
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