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“We Will With God’s Help!” 
 

We’re told from an early age that “practice makes perfect” but the truth we learn 
over time is that perfection is very rarely an option. And for people of faith, this 
isn’t news. We respond from the beginning moments of Baptism that “We will 
with God’s help,” revealing a foundation of humility, awareness and connection 
more than establishing any hope for human perfection.  We practice our faith 
because learning and growing are life-long endeavors. And practices in this 
context are things Christian people do that help us shape our lives with one 
another and God, not as a perfect people, but as faithful ones.   
 
You will see on the following pages that we are trying some new things here at 
Grace for the 2012-13 program year.  We’ll be talking a lot about basic Christian 
practices, things like gratitude, healing, remembering, forgiving, eating, serving 
and singing. And we’ll be practicing that about which we talk.  We’ll gather for 
regular Wednesday night meals, prayers, silence, learning and song among other 
things.  Sundays will reflect this emphasis and other programs will too.  The 
theme we’ve chosen is ‘Believing, Belonging, Becoming: Living our Baptism 
with Grace.’  Enjoy reading more about this in the newsletter pages that follow…. 
 
Join on Sundays and Wednesdays and on in-between-as-we-gather-days, knowing 
that practice won’t lead to perfection but it will lead us more fully into life-giving 
connection and faithful ways of living with one another and our God. 

Peace, 
 

Jen 

 

Don’t miss the Annual “Kick-Off”  

Sunday picnic and Parish Photo 
 

September 9th immediately following the 10:00 service. 
 

It’s time to begin a new program year, and we will once again be gathering at 
Moran Park (we’ll meet in the Undercroft in the case of rain) immediately 
following the 10:00 service.   This year we continue the tradition of an 
annual Grace Parish photo in front of the church on our way to the park!  
Join us for a cook-out, a chance to connect with your Grace friends, time to 
sign up for fall programming, and—lest we forget….    
 

The ANNUAL ALL-GRACE KICK BALL GAME!!! 
 

Don’t miss it!  Mark your calendars now and don’t forget to wear comfy 
clothes! 
 

And remember too:   September 16th -  Sunday Service Times Change 
   8:15 and 10:30 Holy Eucharist 
   9:15 Education hour for all ages 
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Believing, Belonging, Becoming:  

Living Our Baptism With Grace 
At Grace Episcopal Church 2012-2013 
 
The Vision: 

  In Baptism, we begin a new life of grace and service and make promises to God and the 
broader Christian community.  In the case of infant baptism, we make promises for ourselves 
and on behalf of our children.  Baptism is our primary sacrament of full initiation into Christ’s 
Body the Church. These promises – a key part of the baptismal covenant – are quite meaningful 
and point to the heart of what it means to be a Christian.   
 
 Christian education and formation should help us live into this baptismal covenant while 
also broadening and strengthening us as community.  At Grace, we want to intentionally connect 
our Christian educational offerings to those baptismal vows and so for the upcoming year, our 
programming for all ages will revolve around its content and teaching.  [The full vows of the 
Baptismal Covenant Episcopalians make are found on p. 304 of the Book of Common Prayer.] 
 
Living Our Baptism With Grace: 

 

In Baptism, we … 
proclaim that we believe 

In Baptism, we proclaim our belief using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.  
 
At Grace, we want to offer ways in which you can develop a deeper understanding of 
Christian beliefs, scripture, and worldview as we proclaim together a vision of God and 
Church that is both ancient and alive. 

 

promise to belong 
In Baptism, we vow to “continue in the apostle’s teaching and fellowship, in the breaking 
of the bread, and in the prayers.” 
 
At Grace, we want you to do all of that with us! We want to help you more fully enjoy 
and grow in your understanding of Christian fellowship, worship, practices and prayers 
as we intentionally walk this journey of faith together.   

 
promise to become 

In Baptism, we reject evil and promise to enter into a life of repentance, sharing the Good 
News, serving neighbor, and striving for justice and peace “among all people.” 
 
At Grace, we want to help you better reflect the ways of God in your life as we strive to 
be a community that actively embodies ways of justice, compassion, and peace for all. 
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Sunday Mornings 

9:15-10:15 Education Hour 
Starting September 16th 

 

Weaving God’s Promises – Primary 
Preschoolers -5th graders meet in the Undercroft “One Room Schoolhouse” 

 

Weaving God’s Promises – Intermediate 
Middle School students meet in the Undercroft Intermediate Room 

 

God’s Big Story  (The Crossways Bible Curriculum) 

High School students and interested adults meet in the Undercroft Youth Room 
 

Adult Forum - Various Topics  

The Baptismal Covenant:  Belonging, Believing, Becoming  

Led by Dr. David Cunningham, Professor of Religion at Hope College 

Sept 16: "Belonging:  Being Received into the Household of God" 
Sept 23: "Believing:  Confessing Faith, Proclaiming Resurrection"  
Sept 30: "Becoming: Sharing in Christ's Eternal Priesthood."  

 
This group meets in the lower level Forum Room across from the offices. 

 
 

Wednesday Nights  

Believing, Belonging, Becoming  

Starting September 12th  

 
Wednesdays nights will be an opportunity for all ages to come together and “be Grace” through 
a shared supper, communal prayer, and small group break out opportunities which will range 
from projects to movies to guest speakers to choirs to quiet times.  We will explore a different 
Christian practice each month starting with the basic concept of ‘A Rule of Life’ in September 
and continuing with the practice of ‘Gratitude’ in October.  On the first Wednesday of the month, 
the program at 6:45 will be a movie related to that particular month’s Christian practice.   
 
The flow of Wednesday nights will likely evolve as we grow into this time of gathering as Grace, 
the intention being to believe, belong and become together.  
 
The Basic Framework of Wednesday Nights looks like this: 

 
5:45-6:30 Supper 
6:30-6:45  Evening Prayer 
6:45-7:45  Exploring Christian Practices (Programs or Projects - all ages) 
6:45-7:45 Kids’ Choir (3rd through 6th grades) 
7:45-9:00  Chamber Choir (Youth and Adult) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH MINISTRIES: 

News from Children’s and Youth Ministries 
 

The 2012-2013 program year will kick off on Sunday September 9th immediately 
following our 10:00 service.  Come enjoy the fun at Moran Park and get your 
family registered to participate in Children’s and Youth Ministries (CYM) 

programming for 2012-2013.   We have planned a great year of opportunities and have an 
amazing team of leaders ready to go. 
 
Children Under 3: 

The Nursery at Grace will continue to run from 9am-12pm during the program year with special 
hours on Christmas, Holy Week, and Easter.   In addition, Nursery Care will be provided during  
the Wednesday Night programs at Grace.  Our nursery staff has been trained and certified under 
the Safeguarding God’s Children program which is part of the Episcopal Diocese of Western 
Michigan’s “Best Practice Policies for the Protection of Children and Youth”.   In order to 
maintain a safe environment for our littlest ones, please help us keep this space for children 3 
years of age and under. 
 
Ages 4 years old  through 12th Grade: 

 

Sunday Morning Education Hour (9:15 – 10:15) in the Undercroft.   Classes are available for 
all ages:  Primary Class (4 years old – 5th Grade), Intermediate Class (6th-8th) and Crossways 
(High School and Adult).    The Primary and Intermediate groups  will be working with a new 
curriculum this year, “Weaving God’s Promises” which will guide them in an exploration of the 
stories of the Bible, improve Biblical literacy, helps them learn about the Episcopal Church, and 
utilize a variety of activities to help them better understand what it all means.    We will also 
continue the Crossways class for high school students and interested adults which is a deeper 
exploration of the Bible and the history surrounding the story. 
 
Sunday morning Growing Into Worship (10:30-11:00) is an alternative to the Liturgy of the 
Word for kids aged 4-7.   The group will gather in the Undercroft at 10:30, will hear the lessons 
of the week, and use arts and activities to better understand the stories.   The children will be led 
into the Sanctuary to rejoin their families during the passing of the peace.   All children are 
encouraged and welcome to participate in the “big church” service, and Growing into Worship is 
provided as an alternative when desired. 
 
Youth Group for Middle School and High School    (12-1:30pm on the 1st Sunday of each 

month with our Grace Group  / various times on the 3rd Sunday of each month with our 

friends at First Presbyterian and Hope Church.)  Our Youth will once again be participating 
in a variety of formation, fellowship, and service activities this year.  The formation 
programming will focus on spiritual practices using the “Living Compas” program.  This 
program was designed to help youth to look inward at their lives and to find balance among  
mind, body, and soul. 
 

 
VÉÇà|Çâxw ÉÇ Çxåà ÑtzxVÉÇà|Çâxw ÉÇ Çxåà ÑtzxVÉÇà|Çâxw ÉÇ Çxåà ÑtzxVÉÇà|Çâxw ÉÇ Çxåà Ñtzx    
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 Xwâvtà|ÉÇ 9 YÉÜÅtà|ÉÇ Xwâvtà|ÉÇ 9 YÉÜÅtà|ÉÇ Xwâvtà|ÉÇ 9 YÉÜÅtà|ÉÇ Xwâvtà|ÉÇ 9 YÉÜÅtà|ÉÇ     

Wednesday Evenings 

New this year!   On Wednesday nights we will be offering an evening of learning and sharing 
of what it means to live into our Baptism (see article on previous pages.)    
 
Do you feel called to offer time or other gifts to CYM?  There are still opportunities to help out 
weekly, semi-monthly, occasionally, or even behind the scenes on an “as needed” basis.  Please 
contact the church office for more information.  It will be another great year for Children and 
Youth at Grace.  Come and see! 
 

Submitted by Debbie Coyle, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministry 

GREAT JOB GRACE YOUTH! 
This was a wonderful summer for Children’s and Youth Programs.   Eight of our High School 
youth, (Katie Polik, Jamison Ray, Graeme Richmond, Paul Richmond, Ella Rocker, Zack 

Smalldon, Anna Stubbs, and  Alyssa Wright) began the summer with a pilgrimage along the 
“Pilgrims Way” from Rochester to Canterbury England.   The weeklong trip included tours of 
Westminster Abbey, The Bishop’s Summer Palace at Otford, Rochester Cathedral, Canterbury 
Cathedral, and St. Augustine’s Abbey.  The group also attended services at Westminster 
Abbey, St. Bartholomew’s Parish, St. Mary’s Church, and Canterbury Cathedral.  We were 
graciously welcomed by several congregations and it was an amazing week of exploring church 
history, our own stories, and the English countryside.  Thank you to our leaders, Rev. Jen 

Adams, Chuck Murray, Matt Schmidt, and Debbie Coyle and to the Grace community for 
your continual support, prayers, and encouragement of the youth pilgrimage program. 
 
Connor Stubbs traveled with a contingency of youth from the diocese to the General 
Convention in Indianapolis, IN in July to observe the church in action.    Daniel Hawley 

Lowry not only attended the EDWM Youth High School Camp, but has recently completed his 
Counselor in Training session.  Congratulations to both of them.  Great job! 
 
The Grace Middle School and High School Youth gathered again with our friends from First 
Presbyterian and Hope Church for an evening of fellowship and devotions.   Thanks to those 
who were present for a great evening.   All three youth leadership teams have assembled a great 
set of “combined youth group” activities.   Events will be listed on the calendar. 
 
Finally, summer was capped off with our second annual Vacation Bible School.  This year’s 
theme was “God’s Gold Medal Gifts” and the group spent the week learning about God’s gifts 
to us and to the world.   They participated in a variety of games and activities as well as 
working on several crafts during the week.  We even made torches and had a gold medal 
ceremony.    Thank you to our incredible leaders:  Kim Shea, Mary Matrosic, Katie 

Verspoor, and Sandy Young.   It was a great week.   Look for information in January about 
VBS 2013. 

VÉÇà|Çâxw yÜÉÅ ÑÜxä|Éâá ÑtzxVÉÇà|Çâxw yÜÉÅ ÑÜxä|Éâá ÑtzxVÉÇà|Çâxw yÜÉÅ ÑÜxä|Éâá ÑtzxVÉÇà|Çâxw yÜÉÅ ÑÜxä|Éâá Ñtzx    
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MEN’S BIBLE STUDY CONTINUES:  
Alternate Mondays, 5:30 to 6:45 pm (a men’s discussion group) — The men's study group 
"Beer and Bibles" is looking at the book of Mark.  The group meets every other Monday, 
5:30 to 6:45, for conversation, reflection, and fellowship.  If you have been considering 
looking in on this event, now might be a good time to start. B-Y-O-Both.  Upcoming dates 
are September 10th and 24th. 

Xwâvtà|ÉÇ 9 YÉÜÅtà|ÉÇ Xwâvtà|ÉÇ 9 YÉÜÅtà|ÉÇ Xwâvtà|ÉÇ 9 YÉÜÅtà|ÉÇ Xwâvtà|ÉÇ 9 YÉÜÅtà|ÉÇ     

EfM aka Education for Ministry 
 
Every baptized person is called to ministry. The Education for 
Ministry (EfM) program provides people with the education to 
carry out that ministry. During the Service of Confirmation we ask 

God to "Renew in these your servants the covenant you made with them at Baptism. Send 
them forth in the power of the Spirit to perform the service you set before them." EfM offers 
an opportunity to discover how to respond to the call to Christian service. 
 
EfM is truly, an intensive program of life-long learning!  It comprises four years; a year of 
Old Testament, a year of New Testament, a year of Church History and a final year that takes 
a look at contemporary theologies and theologians.   
 
EfM meets from September – May, meeting each Tuesday evening from 6:30 – 9:00 pm.  We 
begin our time in worship, transitioning to discussing our lesson of the week, take a break for 
refreshment and usually spend our last time segment together in a time of Theological 
Reflection – looking at a slice of life and basically asking ‘What (happened), So What and 
finally, Now What – how am I to respond to this particular slice of life!  We do this using a 
variety of models of Theological Reflection – looking reflectively at our lives in light of 
scripture, tradition and culture. 
 
If you are interested in beginning EfM next fall, please feel free to speak to one of the current 
members!  Members of Grace Church currently participating are Sue Cloutier, Ann Mayers, 
Radha Deitenbeck, Paul Trap and Sarah Swart.  You can also contact Mary Huisman,  
huismanmr@aol.com who is currently serving as the mentor of the group, and will be joined 
this year by co-mentor, Tom Daubenspeck.  This study, that comes from the University of the 
South, Sewanee, is also available ‘online’ if that is a way you might enjoy – come and see, 
come and see! 



 7 
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ST. MARY’S GUILD 

ST. MARY'S GUILD will hold an organization meeting, which will include dinner, on 

Monday, September 10th. Mark your calendars. Details forthcoming.  

September Movie Night 
Wednesday Night, September 5th 

 Our monthly movie offering will become part of our 
Wednesday program in October (see article on page 3.)  

 

   For September we will continue our schedule as follows: 
    5:30 pm - Munchies and Beverages  
          -  Bring something for the table! 
    6:00 pm - Order pizza and the movie begins! 
 

September Movie:  Lars and the Real Girl 

BEAL MEMORIAL LECTURE 
 
September 27, 2012 from 7:00-9:00 PM at First United Methodist Church,  
Dr. Steven Bouma-Prediger, professor of religion at Hope College, will be presenting the 
Beal Memorial Lecture: 
 

“Peacemaking in a Violent World: A Christian Perspective” 

Jesus is called the Prince of Peace and yet many who claim to follow 

Jesus advocate war. The early church embraced pacifism yet the church 

of the Middle Ages authorized crusades. What does it mean for a 

Christian to be a peacemaker? 
 

Q & A and a fellowship time will follow. 27 local churches and organizations are joining as 
sponsors for this community event. Please bring your friends. 
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 \Çä|àtà|ÉÇá\Çä|àtà|ÉÇá\Çä|àtà|ÉÇá\Çä|àtà|ÉÇá    
Ecumenical Christian Healing Retreat  

 

“Healing The Purpose of Your Life” 

 
 Healing the hurts and affirming the gifts to bring 

meaning and purpose to our life 
 

Retreat Leader:   Fr. Matthew Linn, SJ. , from Minneapolis, MN, well known international 
retreat leader, author, teacher and spiritual companion who integrates physical, emotional 
and spiritual wholeness and healing will be returning to Newaygo, MI on Sept. 14 and Sept. 
15.   He has taught courses and led retreats in the process of healing life’s hurts in over 50 
countries, and in universities and hospitals, and co-authored 20 books which are translated 
into 20 languages.  This retreat will be based on his book, “Healing the Purpose of Your Life”. 
   

Sponsored by the  
the Healing Ministry of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Newaygo 

and 
the Pastoral Care Ministry of St. Bart’s Catholic Church, Newaygo 

 

Friday, Sept. 14, 7pm 
Saturday, Sept.15, 9am-4:30pm 

 
At 

The Newaygo Congregational United Church of Christ 
432 Quarterline Rd, Newaygo, MI 

(Off M-37, turn East on Barton St. to Quarterline Rd. Turn right on 
Quarterline Rd., the church is on the right side) 

 
Name______________________________________ 
Address______________________________________________________Phone___________________  
Email________________________________ 
Check Enclosed for $20 ____   
Send to:  Sue Engweiler, PO Box 292, Newaygo, MI 49337, memo: Healing Retreat, or email: 
mavisga@yahoo.com,  ph. 231-924-6462.  
Checks payable to: St. Mark’s Church, memo: Healing Retreat 

                                     
                        $20 Registration (Lunch and Snacks included) 
 
Registration Form (due by August 31):  
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MENTORS NEEDED 
 
As most of you know, we participate in a ministry of a housing partnership 
with community agencies. In addition to supplying two houses and their care, 
we provide a mentoring team for each family. Two or three of the Grace 
members befriend one family for their approximate 18-month stay. 
 
Would you like to be a mentor? Please contact Rev. Jen Adams at the Church Office or at 
rev.jenadams@yahoo.com for more information, or join us the third Monday of the month at 
1:00 pm to learn more. 

PARKINSON'S SUPPORT GROUP AT GRACE:  
 

If you are living with Parkinson's disease (or know someone who is) consider the Grace 
Parkinson's Support Group as a place to find companionship, encouragement and support on 
the journey. The group meets on the third Thursday of the month. Next meeting is 

September 20th beginning at 7pm in the Forum Room. 

Contact the Church Office, Rev. Jen Adams or Tom or Tammy Kelly if you are interested in 
joining. 

    ctáàÉÜtÄ VtÜxctáàÉÜtÄ VtÜxctáàÉÜtÄ VtÜxctáàÉÜtÄ VtÜx    
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FROM FELLOWSHIP: 
 

Pizza Sunday: Will be on the 3rd Sunday, September 16th (instead of the 2nd 
Sunday) following the 10:30 am service, due to the Sunday picnic the previous week. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 
Kick-Off Sunday Picnic - Please plan to join us after church on September 9th for 

a welcome back/ kick-off Sunday picnic.  This will be at Moran Park, weather permitting, 
following the 2nd service.  You will want to bring your own chairs, as seating is limited in 
the park. *** If it rains, we will gather in the Undercroft! 
 

Teusink's Hayride & Chili Cook-off - Friday evening, October 5th will be the 
annual evening at Teusink’s Pony Farm on West 32nd St.  Eve Shetterly has graciously 
offered to help coordinate this event.  Thanks Eve!  Watch for further details & the signup 
sheet in the Commons. 

 

Our next meeting is Tuesday, September 4th, at 5 pm.  We will meet in the Adult 
Forum Room for those who would like to join us. 

 
 

From Bruce Fries, Fellowship Commission 

YxÄÄÉãá{|ÑYxÄÄÉãá{|ÑYxÄÄÉãá{|ÑYxÄÄÉãá{|Ñ    

THANK YOU TO JULY AND AUGUST COFFEE HOUR HOSTS! 
 
 

 

  

 

 from Laurie VanArk 

 Coffee Hour Coordinator 

Robbie Schorle, Matt & Cherie Schmidt 
Suzanne & Steve Cloutier 
Jennifer Wolfe et al 
Joanne Stewart & Will Polik 
Lora Lee & Chuck Murray 
Elizabeth Brubaker & Tom Kelley 
Kim & John Shea 
Lynn & Blane Kamp 
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HOLY CHOW A GREAT WAY TO BECOME ACQUAINTED! 

Join the fun and fellowship by signing up in the Commons 

Holy Chow is a great opportunity to meet people at Grace!  Groups of four couples and/or 

individuals take turns hosting a meal for the group at their home — potluck style.  Share a 

meal, share conversation, and join in the fun! Groups are together for two to three months 

meeting once a month and then we re-mix groups so over the course of the year you get to 

know a bunch of Grace folks! 

 

Sign up soon in the Commons— new groups will be formed by October. 

YxÄÄÉãá{|Ñ B V{âÜv{ YtÅ|ÄçYxÄÄÉãá{|Ñ B V{âÜv{ YtÅ|ÄçYxÄÄÉãá{|Ñ B V{âÜv{ YtÅ|ÄçYxÄÄÉãá{|Ñ B V{âÜv{ YtÅ|Äç    

FROM CHURCH FAMILY: 
 
WANTED:  SMILING FACES! 
A new Church Directory is in the making! Mark your calendars! 
 
Photographers from Lifetouch will be here Thursday, November 1-Saturday, November 3 

to take pictures for our new church directory.    
 
We hope you will all plan to be a part of this! 

FALL CAMPOUT / DAY TRIP FOR GRACE YOUNG FAMILIES 
The Grace Young Families Group will be at Hoffmaster State Park September 28-30 for a 
fall campout!  Any families of any children on the “young” side (birth through elementary) 
are welcome to attend!  If you are unable to camp overnight, we would love to have you join 
in on Saturday, September 29 for a day of hiking the trails and visiting the Nature Center. 
 
If you are interested in camping, please let Lora Lee Murray know as soon as possible so that 
she can make arrangements — this park does not allow reservation of a particular sites online. 
If there is enough interest, a group site will be reserved. Let Lora Lee know if you will be 
tenting or bringing a camper (and if so, what requirements you need for your camper 
including size of site).       lora-murray@sbcglobal.net  
 
This is the group’s third fall campout, we hope that you can join us! 
Submitted by Lora Lee Murray 
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bâàÜxtv{bâàÜxtv{bâàÜxtv{bâàÜxtv{    

FEEDING AMERICA 
 

Mark your calendars for our upcoming Feeding America dates:  
September 13th and October 11th. We need folks to arrive between 
4:30 and 5:00 to help with set-up and to welcome our guests. Also, 
remember the ongoing need for laundry detergent (see special 

request) and toilet paper! You can bring these items at any time and 
deposit them in the labeled drawers in the Commons. With a little 
corporate help we have managed to regularly distribute these items to 
each family. Good job Grace! 
 

Special request:  We appreciate the many laundry detergent donations 
we receive, but if possible, please keep the bottles under 70oz. for 
ease in distribution. 

 
For the past 28 months Grace Church has served 2,774 families with our Feeding 
America Outreach initiative. Once a month, Grace has distributed 5,000 pounds of food 
together with toilet paper and laundry soap. This totals 140,000 pounds of food and 
approximately 2,600 bottles of soap and 11,096 rolls of toilet paper! 
 
The cost for food is covered through our Outreach budget. However, we are dependent on our 
member’s in kind contributions of soap and toilet paper. Because the number of families 
served has risen significantly, we also encourage financial contributions to help us meet the 
need.  These may be made by check to Grace Church noting in the memo section “ FA soap 
& paper.” 
 
The families we serve through Feeding America are very appreciative as Grace continues to 
reach out in our community. 
 
Submitted by Sue Cloutier 

COMMUNITY KITCHEN 
 

Every weekday and on Sundays too, the Community Kitchen serves lunch to about 200 
hungry people out of the commons area at Western Seminary.  
 
Grace Church is committed to providing three or four helpers each Wednesday. 
Volunteers are needed to help serve and clean up from 11:15am to 1:30pm every 
Wednesday. Please sign up in the Commons and let us know if you are available to be “on-
call”. 
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MISSIONS for EVERYONE from the DIOCESE OF WESTERN MICHIGAN 

 GREAT NEED  GREAT OPPORTUNITIES  SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
 PERSONAL SATISFACTON 

Kentucky Mission 

Volunteers are needed in Kentucky the second and third week of September to rehab houses 
in one of the most impoverished areas of our country located within the Episcopal Diocese 
of Lexington. 
New Orleans Mission   

This will be the fourth year for this popular mission.  Home repair continues to be the 
number one priority.  This mission also offers community projects for those desiring an 
alternative to rehabbing homes.  Volunteers can landscape refurbished homes, or plant trees 
or shrubs in the greater New Orleans area. 
 
For all missions, the Diocese covers the cost of registration, gas directly to and from the 
mission by car pools, motels up to $80 per night directly to and from a mission, plus housing 
and meals while at the mission. 
 
Contact Terry Dorcy at tjdorcy@aol.com, or call 269-349-3625 to register for one or more 
missions, or for further information.  

bâàÜxtv{  B fàxãtÜwá{|Ñ bâàÜxtv{  B fàxãtÜwá{|Ñ bâàÜxtv{  B fàxãtÜwá{|Ñ bâàÜxtv{  B fàxãtÜwá{|Ñ     

FROM STEWARDSHIP COMMISSION 

Pretty soon the Grace Stewardship Committee will begin the fall pledge campaign. This will 

be my first year as Chair of the committee, and I am really looking forward to the opportunity 

to be part of the life of Grace in this important way. As a returning parishioner, (after an 8 year 

move) I am constantly amazed by the generosity of spirit as well as the sense of community on 

display not only on Sundays, but every day of the week here at Grace. I encourage everyone 

to begin to reflect, in the next few months, on what Grace Church means to us in worship, 

education and all the ways in which Grace reaches out to the larger community and what that 

means for your pledge to Grace for the upcoming year. 

 

In addition, the Stewardship Committee will be partnering with Grace Youth Groups to make 

a combined Oktoberfest, featuring an Oktoberfest Talent Show. Dates to be announced! 

 

Submitted by Doug Zylstra, Stewardship Commission 
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REIMAGINE A WORLD WHERE WE TAKE ONLY WHAT NATURE CAN 

REPLACE 
 

In the FDR Memorial in Washington D.C. there is a quote on a granite wall that says: 
 
"Men and Nature must work together, hand in hand.  The throwing out of balance of the 
resources of Nature, throws out of balance (also) the lives of Men."   
 
The idea of balance in the way we live on the Earth and use its resources has never been more 
important than it is today.  We have been living above our means for more than a century and 
it has accelerated in the last fifty years.  We are using the resources of one and a half planets, 
and we only have one planet to live on and call home.  We use more resources than the Earth 
can replace by itself.  Our population is growing faster than the Earth's resources will 
eventually be able to provide for (twelve billion is the breaking point).  We are damaging the 
oceans and the life in them.  We are causing climate warming and climate shifts. 
 
Now, many have recognized the problem and are working to solve it. 
 
Many have begun to conserve and are working to use and live with less (the concept of 
buying seasonal clothes and throwing them away three months later has passed), many are 
keeping their cars longer and repairing them versus replacing them, more people are planning 
their trips to the market, bank, downtown, video store to be one trip versus several.  Subaru is 
building its cars with no material going into the landfill and others continue to offer more fuel 
efficient cars.  Many people I know are working to own and drive fewer cars.  Many people 
buy "pre-owned" versus new cars. 
 
Companies are using recycled materials and encouraging repair, reuse, recycling, and using 
products longer verses replacement.  Patagonia is promoting this concept making it 
fashionable to be less fashionable . . . and they are encouraging other companies and 
organizations to contribute 1% of their sales revenues to making the planet healthier.   
 
Annie Leonard, a contributing writer for Patagonia's website, describes when living overseas 
in Bangladesh there were no waste baskets in her room.  Her deodorant container became a 
flower vase for someone else and her hair conditioner bottle had wheels added and became a 
pull toy for some boy.  It is called "freecycling" there.  The life of stuff is an adventure over 
and again. 

VÉÇà|Çâxw ÉÇ Çxåà ÑtzxVÉÇà|Çâxw ÉÇ Çxåà ÑtzxVÉÇà|Çâxw ÉÇ Çxåà ÑtzxVÉÇà|Çâxw ÉÇ Çxåà Ñtzx    

fàxãtÜwá{|ÑBgt~|Çz ZÜtvx ZÜxxÇfàxãtÜwá{|ÑBgt~|Çz ZÜtvx ZÜxxÇfàxãtÜwá{|ÑBgt~|Çz ZÜtvx ZÜxxÇfàxãtÜwá{|ÑBgt~|Çz ZÜtvx ZÜxxÇ    
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Patagonia and other organizations are pushing governments and people to tear down old dams, 
that are no longer useful or needed, to open up rivers so that Salmon and other migratory fish 
can do what they evolved to do . . . go upstream, lay their eggs, reproduce, and restore their 
natural populations  and the ecosystems that rely on their life cycles.  It will restore a natural 
food source, an economic opportunity for native peoples and the fishing industry and new rec-
reational opportunity for sport fishermen. 
 
Many longline fishing fleets are putting out decoy buoys and distraction devices so Short-
tailed Albatrosses and other sea birds don't dive on baited hooks and die. 
 
Public organizations and governments are working to include many energy sources for their 
energy supply recognizing that coal or oil alone are inexpensive but are no longer the answer 
for healthy environmental balance.  Last year Guy Packard told us about  Consumers Energy's 
plans to use wind power along with its hydro power in the Ludington area.  This year they 
have many big wind machines working with more to come. 
 
Cheri Smith from Grace has installed solar cell panels on her home to turn the energy of sun-
light into electricity.  It required a big investment but will pay back in the longer term.  She is 
selling her sell surplus electricity to the BPW and is reducing her environmental footprint. 
 
People I know have installed rain collection barrels to capture and hold water for plant and 
lawn irrigation.  The Macatawa Bank corporate building was constructed with a gray water 
capture system to gather drain water from kitchen and bathroom sinks and then use it for lawn 
and landscape irrigation.  The city of Chicago has installed gardens on public building roofs to 
keep their buildings cool, and uses collected rainwater to keep them irrigated. 
 
These things are happening around us.  If we start to connect the dots, we can begin to 
Reimagine a world where we make better use of the earth's resources and use only those 
things from the earth that it can replace.  We can live in balance with our natural world.  It re-
quires a change in our thinking and the way we live.  It can happen . . . and needs to happen 
for our future(s) and those of our children and grandchildren. 
 
Submitted by Bill Mendenhall, Taking Grace Green 

VÉÇà|Çâxw yÜÉÅ ÑÜxä|Éâá ÑtzxVÉÇà|Çâxw yÜÉÅ ÑÜxä|Éâá ÑtzxVÉÇà|Çâxw yÜÉÅ ÑÜxä|Éâá ÑtzxVÉÇà|Çâxw yÜÉÅ ÑÜxä|Éâá Ñtzx    
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Our Mission Statement: 
 

Grace is a dynamic community of faith 
grounded in Episcopal tradition,  
welcoming all, and serving Christ  
through worship, spiritual growth, and 
compassionate care for one another,  
the community and God’s world. 
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Prayer List as of August 21, 2012 
 

† † † † †  
 

PRAYER REQUESTED FOR: Sally Byxbe, Peter Homan, Ken & Sarah 
Swart, Chuck Matrosic, Bob, Kevin, Robbie, Stephanie Ray & 
family, Vivian Weston, Larry McEnaney, Ann Brown, Gisela Strand, 

Joyce Barber (sister of Nancy Hensley), Bill Ketchum, Kaleb, Mike 
Moody, David, Rob Elhart, Colin DeVries & family, Bette Comport, 
Judy, Chris, Danielle Woldring & family, Bill Ford, Celaine, Tom, 
for the people of Northern Africa, the Middle East and other places 
of war and unrest; for the unemployed or under-employed, for the 
women and men of the Armed Forces, especially Pierre Warner, 
Chuck, Warwick, and other loved ones of our parish family, for all 
victims of disasters worldwide, natural and manmade; for those in 

our time who face persecution for their faith and for their 
persecutors, the Klooster family, the Molendyk family, Debbie (sister 
of Mary Matrosic), Devin, Robert McConkey, Bob Borgman, Gerald, 
Carolyn Lowry, Dan Heiberg, Eric Heiberg, Ray Ybarra, Jim & Jane, 
Sarah, Chris, Caroline Bates, Tom, Caroline, John, Andrew, Bob 
Hampson, Ralph Suchor, Irene Bartlett, Steve, Jenny, Gail 
Malkiewicz, Dale Labbe Sr., Ray Viele, Allie Verburg & family, Ben 
Broersma, Michael Borst, the Drew family, the Barkel family, Jodi, 
Sandy, Donna, Amy, Diane, Adam, Bernice Viher (grandmother of 
Alex Foster), Shannon, Gail Davison, Stafford, Katherine McNamar, 
Tom Boyd, Nancy Lathem, Aaron Schillaci, Alex, Tim and Jordyn 
and family, Bruce Browning (brother of Jean Adams), George Julius, 
Gilmore Lawrence, Dave Masselink, Aaron Miller, Betty Sova, 
Gloria Stegenga, Betty & Jerry, Mary Rieckmann, John Keegin, 
Jackie Van Duren, Lisa Leland, Ben Roper, Jim Roper.  

  

Birthdays & Birthdays & Birthdays & Birthdays & 

Anniversaries Anniversaries Anniversaries Anniversaries     

in Septemberin Septemberin Septemberin September    

  2 Brett Talley 
  4 Warwick Barlow 
  5 Blake Dunn 
 Scott Jachim 
  7 Zachary Steele 
 Joshua Ward 
  8 Jack Easdon 
 Kristin Ward 
10 Troy Scharlow 
12 Hilda Gamby 
 Dick Muzzy 
13 Jacquelyn Van Duren 
 Debbie Coyle 
 Gerald Sova 
 Caesar Sanchez 
 Ramie Sanchez 
15 Steve Jenkins 
 Kelly R. Smith 
 Steven Ward 
 Virginia Wilson 
16 Gordon Young 
17 Vernon De Pree 
18 Cal Boer 
19 Kelly Smith 

20 Barb Anderson 
 Emily Hittner-Cunningham 
 McKenna Shier 
 Norm Walker 
21 Cathy Fries 
 Amy Piersma 
22 Mihai Craioveanu 
24 Beverly Dunn 
  Bob Elder 
25 David Brower 
26 Jean Adams 
 Daniel Chamness 
 Andy Huisman 
 Katherine Joles 
 Sandy Young 
28 Karen Boer 
 Mariel Joles 
 Elisabeth Mims 
 Nikolaas Piersma 
29 Pat Paris 
 Sam Steele 
 Terry Swaney 
30 Tyler Jones 
 Alexander Macy 
 Edna Nash  

  1 Toni & Howard Nyhof 
  2 Arkie & George Pierson 
  3 Dolores & Earl Barkel 
  8 Barbara Griffin & Clay Stauffer 
10 Michele & Bruce Brown 
11 Jennifer & Mark Balisi 
17 Pamela & Rob Schafer 

18 Greta & Tom Finkbiner 
 Kristie & Mike Phillips 
19 Kim & Randy Ford 
20 Alex & Derek Foster 
21 Susan & Dick Muzzy 
23 Deborah & Ralph Schroeder 
28 Jan & Jerry De Fouw 
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