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As we begin the month of February I am very aware of the many, many
people who contribute to the life and well-being of Grace Church. Our
January Annual Meeting was an opportunity to remind ourselves of the
ministries and gifts that make up our life as a parish. We are in a very
good and honest place as a community of faith and we have many people
to thank for helping Grace flourish. A special thank you to the vestry
members who served for four years and are now officially “retired” from
their terms: Jim Barry, Sue Cloutier, David Meier and David HawleyLowry. A thank you also to the new vestry members who were recently
elected and came on board at our recent vestry retreat: Ann Mayers, Tom
Kelly, Carol Myers and Paul Trap. We are grateful for your “Yes” to
help lead Grace more fully into the mission and ministries to which we
are called.
“Thank You!” also to those who are helping us through this time of
financial stretch. After a five year process of growing into the canonical
mandate, Grace has now achieved our full diocesan apportionment. We
have also continued to bring staff salaries to appropriate levels, kept up
with rising utility costs and managed to maintain our breadth of
educational and outreach programs. Grace has begun to honestly face the
challenges of supporting a budget that reflects the levels of activity and
facilities with which we have been “graced;” our trims to the budget
have, even through these very difficult economic times, been minimal.
Through special gifts, or increased pledges or simply by promising “to
do whatever we can do” we are making it, and we are thriving. And we
are grateful.
As we hear the stories of the season such as the calling of the disciples
and the many ways in which Christ was made manifest to the world,
Grace responds to the call too, serving the good news and being good
news for the world. And later this month we will shift from this season
of revelation, callings and light into the wilderness that is the journey of
Lent. As you read through this newsletter you’ll see not only the
celebrations of this season but preparations for the next which begins on
Ash Wednesday, February 22nd.
This month we say, ‘Thank You’ and we say ‘Join Us’ and we celebrate
the light that is among us even as we prepare for the next challenging
and undoubtedly wonderful steps on the journey.
Peace,

Jen
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Sundays at 9:15am
Lower Level Forum Room
Feb 5 & 19

Father Abraham had Many Sons
Led by Dr. Boyd Wilson, Professor of Religion at Hope College
On Sundays, February 5 & 19, Dr. Boyd Wilson, Professor of Religion at Hope College
will be speaking in Forum Hour on the Abrahamic traditions, Judaism, Christianity and
Islam. Why do these faiths which claim a common origin in Abraham struggle in so many
ways to be at peace with one another?

Feb 12 & 26 Three Faiths, One God: Judaism, Christianity, Islam
This PBS series by Gerald Krell thoughtfully examines the religious beliefs and practices
shared by Jews, Christians and Muslims to illustrate how many in the Abrahamic faith
communities are dealing with historical conflicts and charts their dedication to facilitating
understanding and respect. This series captures a broad range of voices and ideas of
ordinary people and respected scholars in the interfaith field while documenting real-life
experiences of war and reconciliation.

GRACE YOUTH CHOIR
The Youth Choir will continue the regular program year with weekly Sunday rehearsals after church.
Take time to grab a snack and visit with friends, then join us (sometimes upstairs, sometimes in the
sanctuary) for a rehearsal until 12:30. Singers from second grade through early high school are
encouraged to participate, with no prior experience needed.
Please call or write with any questions: Jen Wolfe, wolfe@hope.edu, 395-8387. Looking forward to
seeing everyone soon!

Men’s Bible Study continues:
•

Alternate Mondays, 5:30 to 6:45 pm (a men’s discussion group) — The men's study group "Beer
and Bibles" is looking at the book of Mark. The group meets every other Monday, 5:30 to 6:45,
for conversation, reflection, and fellowship. If you have been considering looking in on this
event, now might be a good time to start. B-Y-O-Both. Upcoming dates are Feb 13 and 27.

WEDNESDAY "SACK LUNCH" BIBLE STUDY
We will resume Wednesday, February 1 in the Forum Room. We will be studying Paul's First Epistle to the
Corinthians. We will meet every Wednesday unless notified. If the weather looks awful, call me at home
(616-847-0686) or call the church office to see if the class is on. Feel free to bring a lunch. See you there!
Henry Idema
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Announcements from Children’s and Youth Ministries:
Grace Youth are Planning for Marketplaats 2012
Hey, all you Dutch Foodies! It’s time to start planning for the Dutch Food Market at
the Civic Center during Tulip Time. As you know, this is the major source of
funding for our Youth Mission and Pilgrimage Program. In past years, you all have
helped us to raise over $5,000 per year to help cover the costs of this program.
Thank you. We will have the sign up sheets out beginning February 4th in the
Commons. There are lots of different ways you can help us, everything from cooking to serving to
helping mail letters. You can even sign up to help the Methodist Women to make 500 dozen pigs in
blankets!! For those of you who have never done this before, there will be more information
available at the sign up table.
We are back to our “regular program schedule” after a very busy and exciting Advent and
Christmas. Education hour begins at 9:15 in the Undercroft. Our High School / Adult “Crossways”
class continues to be a huge success with the lessons focused on Old Testament. Our Middle School
Youth and our Elementary class will begin units centered around New Testament for this second half
of the program year.
Youth Group had a GREAT time at the Epiphany Retreat. This year, they learned about and
practiced organizing a U2charist which is a service of worship utilizing the songs of U2. They
really enjoyed the experience and are anxious to share it with you all. They are planning for Friday
May 17th at 8pm here at Grace. Mark your calendars and look for information to come.
This month, the youth will be participating in the Grace Youth Move-A-Thon. For the third year in
a row, they will move in honor of the Hope College Dance Marathon as a fundraiser for the Helen
DeVos Children’s Hospital in Grand Rapids. Please look for the youth and help us by pledging your
support for children and families in need. Later this month, the youth will spend a day at Pando
Mountain skiing, snowboarding, tubing, and otherwise just having a great time in the snow.
Toward the end of the month, we are currently planning a Mardi Gras party for our Elementary
aged kids for Saturday, February 25th. We’ll meet from 10-2, learn about Lent, make a pancake
lunch, create masks and even have a parade! Look for sign up sheets in the commons!

Vacation Bible School is planned for July 23-26. Mark your calendar and save the dates! This
year’s theme is “The Olympics: A Gold Medal for God’s Gifts”. More information will be
available in March. Contact Debbie if you would like to volunteer!

Time to sign up for the Episcopal Youth Camps! Don’t miss this great opportunity to be a
part of an amazing week of formation, fellowship, and fun at Camp Newaygo. Sign up now and
save $50 off the cost and Grace offers some scholarship as well! Senior Camp (9th-12th Grade) is
June 17-23, Middle School Camp (6th-8th Grade) is August 5-11, and Junior Camp (3rd-5th Grade) is
August 12-18. You can register online at the EDWM website or by contacting Debbie at the church
or at debcoyle@gmail.com.
It’s not too late to join in the fun! Come and see!!!
Submitted by Debbie Coyle, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministry
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Eating and Praying Together
Wednesdays in Lent
Ash Wednesday: February 22
Soup Supper at 6:15pm in the Undercroft
Holy Eucharist with the Imposition of Ashes at 7:00pm in the Sanctuary
Mid-Lenten Wednesdays: February 29 through March 28
Supper at 5:45pm and Holy Eucharist at 6:30pm in the Undercroft
Book Discussion at 7:00pm in the Forum Room led by Jen Adams on
Mudhouse Sabbath: An Invitation to a Life of Spiritual Discipline,
by Lauren Winner.
After her conversion from Orthodox Judaism to Christianity, Lauren
Winner found that her life was indelibly marked by the rich traditions
and spiritual practices of Judaism and so she set out to discover how
she could incorporate some of these practices into her new faith. She
writes, “Spiritual practices don’t justify us. They don’t save us.
Rather, they refine our Christianity; they make the inheritance Christ
gives us on the cross more fully our own. . . Practicing the spiritual
disciplines does not make us Christians. Instead, the practicing
teaches us what is means to live as Christians. . .The ancient disciples form us to respond to
God, over and over always, in gratitude, in obedience, and in faith.” Come explore practices
such as prayer, fitting food, mourning, candle lighting, aging, fasting, wedding, door posts,
and hospitality this Lent.
Suggested donations for supper are $5 per person & $15 per family.
Cost of the book if able is $12.00
Wednesday of Holy Week, April 4th
Snacks and Conversation 5:30pm
Pizza and Movie at 6:00pm
Jesus of Montreal: A modern-day Passion Play becomes a reenactment of the life and death
of Jesus Christ in more ways than one with this critically acclaimed drama from Quebec
filmmaker Denys Arcand. Lothaire Bluteau stars as Daniel Coloumbe, an intense young actor
in Montreal who is hired by church fathers to restage and update the city's annual Passion
Play, which over the course of the past 40 years has begun to seem hidebound. Daniel hires a
group of struggling young actors that become devoted to him and his creative vision as he
devises an extremely avant-garde production that takes Christ's rebellious teachings literally. .
. Real life begins imitating biblical events as the actors lives begin to mimic the roles they
play and the story unfolds.”
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Please join us in the Undercroft
on Wednesday nights for the
Lenten Suppers*
February 29

Pasta Bar

March 7

Baked Potato Bar

March 14

Lasagna: meat & vegetarian

March 21

Gourmet Salad Bar w/ grilled chicken

March 28

Taco Bar

*All Lenten Suppers will have a vegetarian option.
The suppers start at 5:45 pm and will be followed by the Holy Eucharist at 6:30 pm.
Suggest donation: $5 per person or $15 per family
Sponsored by the Fellowship Commission
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PARKINSON'S SUPPORT GROUP AT GRACE:
If you are living with Parkinson's disease (or know someone who is) consider the newly
founded Grace Parkinson's Support Group as a place to find companionship, encouragement
and support on the journey. The group will meet next on Wednesday, February 15th in the
Commons.
Contact the Church Office, Rev. Jen Adams or Tom or Tammy Kelly if you are interested in
joining.

ST. MARY’S GUILD
St. Mary's will meet on Monday, February 13, at 7:15 PM in the Forum Room (probably,
but watch for changes.) The presenter will be Eldon Greig who will speak on Michigan
birds and their habits. Everyone welcome!
Hostesses are Jill Mendenhall and Katie Verspoor.
Mark your calendar!

MISSION TRIPS 2012
Consider taking part in one of the Diocesan Mission trips this year. In taking part you will
gain as much as you give!
We will be returning to Pine Ridge, SD, - the Oglala Sioux Lakota Nation Indian
Reservation. Father David Brower and Gerry Cawthra, will be the leaders for this mission
trip. A few Grace parishioners have shown an interest, and we would like to have others
join us. The dates are August 11 to August 17 – leaving the 10th and returning home the
18th. It can get very hot at this time of year, but others have done it and so can we!
The other trips will be to the Appalachian Mountain area of Kentucky in the fall, and
probably to New Orleans and/or the Gulf Coast area. As soon as I know the dates for these
trips, I will publish them.
It is not necessary to have any certain skills – jobs can be found for everyone. Please think
about it.
Submitted by Gerry Cawthra
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Feeding America
Mark your calendars for our upcoming Feeding America dates:
February 9th and March 8th. We need folks to arrive between 4:30
and 5:00 to help with set-up and to welcome our guests. Also, remember the ongoing need
for laundry detergent (see special request) and toilet paper! You can bring these items at
any time and deposit them in the labeled drawers in the Commons. With a little corporate
help we have managed to regularly distribute these items to each family. Good job Grace!
Special request: We appreciate the many laundry detergent donations
we receive, but if possible, please keep the bottles under 70oz. for
ease in distribution.
Submitted by Sue Cloutier

A Recent Letter from Community Action House to the people of Grace
For a moment, please share with me in the many bright smiles and warm words of appreciation
spoken by the people we help at Community Action House. The generous donation you have
lovingly given allows us to bring hope and joy into the lives of our neighbors who we serve
throughout the year.
I would love for you to pass along my heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to those at Grace Episcopal Church
who helped make your 2011 Community Action House Holiday Drive donation possible. I hope
you can agree with me that . . . it is not those who have much, but rather those who give much,
who are truly rich.
Thank you for your caring, servant heart. I wish you a blessed and prosperous New Year!

Denny O
Dennis J. Oosterbaan, Resource Manager
Community Action House

Community Kitchen Helpers Needed:
Every weekday and on Sundays too, the Community Kitchen serves lunch to about 200
hungry people out of the commons area at Western Seminary.
Grace Church is committed to providing three or four helpers each Wednesday.
Volunteers are needed to help serve and clean up from 11:15am to 1:30pm every
Wednesday. Please sign up in the Commons and let us know if you are available to be “oncall”.
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Upcoming Fellowship Events:
Knitting Club & Class – Fellowship invites you to come join our new knitting club. This is
for beginners all the way thru expert. Clara Brower & Cathy Fries have graciously offered
their talents & will be the mentors. The knitting club will meet in the Commons on the 1st &
3rd Thursday of the month from 7 - 8 pm or so, starting on February 16th. If you have any
questions about the supplies you need to bring, please contact Cathy Fries at 616-393-0153
or cfries@tds.net.
Our next meeting is Monday March 5th, 7:00 pm in the Adult Forum Room.
From Sue Cloutier, Fellowship Commission

From Fellowship:
The Fellowship Committee is working on an exciting new event. We
hope to sponsor an Art Stroll this coming April. We are blessed with
beautiful artwork throughout our building; we have stained glass
windows and many beautiful pieces of artwork. We will have an open
house with a wine and cheese reception. We will have members of the
church lead groups through the building and explain the background of
the windows and the artwork. We would also encourage members of our
church to bring in their artwork to display and possibly to sell. Rev. Jen
is open to displaying her vestments for the evening. The Art Stroll
would be open to the public and we would encourage members to bring
their friends. Watch for further updates as the date approaches.
If you have suggestions or would like to help sponsor this function, contact a member of the
Fellowship Committee:
Sue Cloutier – Chairman, Robbie Schorle, Gerry Cawthra, Cathy deVelder, Eve Shetterly.
From Sue Cloutier, Fellowship Commission
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Congratulations to Warwick Barlow who graduated with a Bachelor of
Business Administration in Finance and Commercial Law from Western
Michigan University on December 17, 2011.

The Drew Family (Pamela and Drew) would like to commend an idea that has become a
practice of theirs. For birthdays and anniversaries they ask friends and family to not give
them personal gifts but to give instead to paticular charities of their choosing. Two favorites
of theirs are the National Wildlife Federation and Grace Episcopal Church! They'd like to
encourage everyone to consider this approach to gift giving and receiving. Talk with them
about this practice if you'd like more information. pedrew4@yahoo.com

Special Christmas Joy for Grace Families
This year our Star Tree continued its very special mission - to bring joy and surprises to the two families
who live in our Grace houses and are mentored by a team of parishioners. Each member of the families
living in the Grace homes (kids and adults) made up wish lists which the middle school Sunday School
class transferred on to the paper stars which they then hung on the Commons Star Tree. Then all of you
shopped, brought the gifts in and we had an intergenerational wrapping fest on Advent IV. As a special
treat, the high school youth decorated and filled stockings for each family member too. The youth of the
church were very active in designing and setting up the Star Tree in the Common and in helping with
shopping that needed to be done.
The response from the congregation was wonderful and these families were very grateful to receive such
great gifts like art supplies, clothes, boots, tools and even bikes! And watching our own young people have
the experiences of doing for others was also magical. They were so excited to wrap and deliver the gifts.
The smaller ones carried bags nearly as big as they were and the older ones helped the younger ones so
lovingly - the pictures from the wrap fest are wonderful. We also took special care this year to make sure
that Santa was able to bring gifts to each home too. The parents guided us as to how Santa presented the
gifts and they were all very pleased and grateful for the joy and generosity Grace showed in the giving.
Thanks so very much to all of you!
Diane Marshall-Morgan (on behalf of Outreach Commission)

Thank You to December and January Coffee Hour Hosts!
Peggy Keegin and “St. Andrew’s Guild”
Chuck & Lora Lee Murray
Ed Hansen
David & Ruth Hawley-Lowry and Kevin Norlander
Joan & David Austin
Renee & Brent Krueger
from Laurie VanArk
Coffee Hour Coordinator
9

fàxãtÜwá{|Ñ‰
fàxãtÜwá{|Ñ‰gt~|Çz ZÜtvx ZÜxxÇ
From Taking Grace Green
Blink . . . Coopers Hawks Flying Above
On a summer evening several years ago I was sitting on the patio behind our home enjoying the
weather. I was facing the line of tall trees behind our back fence . . . about a hundred feet away.
I blinked and saw a blur. It looked like a hawk but it was gone. I guessed I had imagined the
sight.
After a few moments I blinked and again saw a blur. Sure looked like a hawk but again the space
above was empty.
Then I focused my sight high in the trees and, after a moment, a Coopers Hawk flew straight out of
the trees toward the house, turned and flew back into the trees. Then it happened again. And
again. And again.
I realized I was watching one of the wonders of nature. Two adult Coopers Hawks were teaching
their children to fly. And, unlike smaller songbirds, they were teaching, and their young were
learning high above the ground in the yard. I sat looking at the tree line and knew I was privileged
to be witnessing this special event.
The Coopers Hawks continued for a period of time then apparently settled in for the night. I knew
the flight training was important to the young hawks. We had watched Coopers Hawks in our area
for years. They fly in a stealth motion through the trees and along the bushes looking for prey so
they can eat and live.
Seeing how their parents were training them to fly and survive awakened my senses and
awareness. Now I spot them easily . . . blink . . . that was a Coopers Hawk.
It is always a fun to see them, and while we hate to lose any of the songbirds in our yard, we know
these hawks play an important part in keeping the songbird population strong and healthy. Each
has its role. Each is beautiful to behold.
The natural world is full of great beauty. If we open our senses we will be treated to some
amazing things and enjoy the rewards they bring with them. And we will be better for the
experience.
Submitted by Bill Mendenhall, Taking Grace Green

Interested in helping the people and place of “Grace” move to greener living? Then consider
joining the Taking Grace Green committee. Want to green up your own life at home?
Please take home some of the “green” sheets on the bulletin board by the Forum room — each
is full of easy tips for anyone! Contact DuAnne Masselink or Rev. Jen for more information
on Grace’s environmental group.
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Please help us go GREEN! Contact us at gechurch@sbcglobal.net if you are able to view the
newsletter online at www.graceepiscopalholland.org/newsletter.

Our Mission Statement:
Grace is a dynamic community of faith
grounded in Episcopal tradition,
welcoming all, and serving Christ
through worship, spiritual growth, and
compassionate care for one another,
the community and God’s world.
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1 Fran Greene
Adam Mims
Hannah Richardson
3 Bill Bier
4 Carol Rickey
Henry Idema
5 Kyle Klinge
6 Jim Piersma
7 Bryce Cobb
Ian Clark-Adler
Irene Bartlett
9 Jane Servinsky
10 Ed Hansen
11 David Austin
Jennifer Klug
Paul Richmond
Sam Richardson
12 Jane Beggs-Joles
Kathy Keegin
Brent Krueger
Jack Shinabarger
13 John Easdon
14 Maegan Phillips
Sarah Phillips
Kate Valentine
Marilyn Vander Molen

15 Warren Parker
17 Andrew Barry
20 Linda Elder
Betty Sova
21 Mary Benedict
Reid VanderBie
22 Erma Bruggink
Tom Kelly
23 Michelle Craioveanu
24 Kathryn Bier
Scott Gamby
Chuck Murray
25 Todd Guyer
26 Sally Byxbe
27 Ryan Gamby
Pat Gamby
Mary Mims
Mary Rieckmann
Brent VanderBie
28 David Murray
Marianne Manderfield
Diane Marshall-Morgan

February Birthdays
& Anniversaries
6
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Claudia & Troy Scharlow
Valarie & Dave Methric
Holly & Jeff Nyland
Robbie & Mick Schorle

Prayer List as of January 29, 2012
PRAYER REQUESTED FOR: the Binder family, the Sult family,
Robert McConkey, Colin DeVries, Jackie Bartley & family, Julia
Ford, the Winia family, Bethany, Dan Heiberg, Bette Comport,
Carolyn Lowry, Megan Kiser & family, Barb Vincensi & family,
Blane Kamp, Judy, Jim Thomas, Chris, Adel Habashy, Grace Herta,
Zach & family, Ken Erickson, Eric Heiberg, John & Donna
Molendyk, Danielle Woldring & family, Carol Homan & family,
Loretta Layton, Karin, the Heeren family, the Danzler family, Debbie
(sister of Mary Matrosic), Bill Ford, Celaine, Tom, for the people of
Northern Africa, the Middle East and other places of war and unrest;
for the unemployed or under-employed, for the women and men of
the Armed Forces, especially Pierre Warner, Chuck, and other loved
ones of our parish family, for all victims of disasters worldwide,
natural and manmade; for those in our time who face persecution for
their faith and for their persecutors, Donna Borgman, Janet &
Howard Huyser, Ray Ybarra, Jim & Jane, Sarah, Chris, Carly,
Caroline Bates, Tom, Lori Smith, Caroline, John, Andrew, Bob
Hampson, Estelle Kameika, David Klooster & family, Ralph Suchor,
Ken Swart, Irene Bartlett, Jerry Van Oosterhout, Steve, Jenny, Gail
Malkiewicz, the Young-Tait family, Dale Labbe Sr., Mark &
Christen Broersma and family, Ray Viele, Allie Verburg & family,
Ben Broersma, Michael Borst, Arpod Jazko, the Drew family,
Dolores & Earl Barkel, Jodi, Sandy, Donna, Amy, Diane, Adam,
Bernice Viher (grandmother of Alex Foster), Shannon, Gail Davison,
Stafford, Katherine McNamar, Tom Boyd, Nancy Lathem, Aaron
Schillaci, Alex, Tim and Jordyn and family, Bruce Browning (brother
of Jean Adams), George Julius, Gilmore Lawrence, Dave Masselink,
Barb & Gordon, Aaron Miller, Betty Sova, Gloria Stegenga, Betty &
Jerry, Mary Rieckmann, John Keegin, Jackie Van Duren, Lisa
Leland, Ben Roper, Jim Roper.

