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It’s Everybody’s Business 
 
As we move through the end of January into February, we’re spending 

some time on what many would call the “business” realities of being 

church.  We’re electing vestry leaders, stretching toward our pledge goal, 

determining the annual budget, and talking about things like vision and 

goals.  We’ll gather after the second service on Sunday, January 26th for 

the parish’s Annual Meeting to tend to “the business of the church.”  We 

hope that everyone will attend. 
 

Now some would ask what any of these sort of details really have to do 

with being church.  What does business have to do with belief, anyway?  

Why are we talking administration when we should be focused on the 

Almighty?  The tasks in front of us this time of year present opportunities 

for us to address these sometimes challenging and too often neglected 

dimensions of doing ministry.  The truth is that how we prioritize our 

funds is a theological statement.  How we offer our gifts says something 

about how we relate to the Body.  The people whom we call forth into 

parish leadership reflect the needs of and our hopes for this congregation.  

Sure, we use the language of budgets, elections, and goals, but each of 

those pieces plays a role in how we and the Spirit are shaping our identity 

and our growth as a people of faith.  

 

So get involved these next few weeks as we say thank you to the vestry 

members who served or fulfilled a term and are now stepping out of that 

role: Diane Wiersma, David Stubbs, Doug Zylstra, Scott Remenschneider 

(and Chuck Murray.)  Be sure to welcome and thank the Grace members 

who are on the slate for election: Jeff Erickson, Lynn Stubbs, John Davis 

and Barb Vincensi.  Be sure to listen to our plans and contribute to the 

goals as we stretch toward our pledge goal for 2014 (see next page of this 

newsletter) and as we approve a parish budget reflective of “the work God 

has given us to do.”   This is everybody’s business, so jump in! 

 

Every dimension of our life together as Church matters.  Throughout 

Epiphany we hear the stories such as the calling of the disciples and the 

many ways in which Christ was made manifest to the world.  And so we, 

as Grace respond, serving the good news and being good news for the 

world today.  See you at the Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 26th. 

 
Peace, 
 

Jen  
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RISE UP GRACE 
 
The Stewardship Commission of Grace would like to let you know three things: 
 
1. We haven’t yet reached our pledge goal for 2014. 
2. We believe it’s absolutely essential that we do meet that goal. 
3. With a little more “Rising up, Grace” (this year’s pledge drive theme) we believe that we 
can! 

 
We have received about 91% of the pledge goal total of $340,000. Know that we are 
extremely grateful to all who give so generously to this parish.  To date we are about $30,000 
short of what we need to sustain the ministries and vision of our congregation.  Rather than 
waiting until the Annual meeting for an additional appeal, as has been done in years past, 
we’re speaking up now.  We’ve enclosed a card and are asking you to help us cover the gap.  
If you can increase your current pledge, please do.  If you can give a one-time gift, that will 
be just as helpful.  If you haven’t yet pledged, now is the time! 
 

As a quick recap, the budget for 2014 will:  
Support a new staff configuration that will better serve the pastoral and formation  needs of 
our over four hundred and fifty active members (about one-third of which are young 
families.) 

• Allow Grace to become a training ground for new Episcopal clergy as they take their 
first steps into ordained leadership in our Church.   

• Take better long-term care of our buildings and grounds, which have been badly 
underfunded for a handful of years.  

• Integrate the Parish House into our vision as a home for the new clergy person.  
• Support our Feeding America and Community Housing Partnership ministries. 
• Challenge us to explore the possibilities of ministry to and with the Hispanic 

communities of Holland. 
 

We want the Annual Meeting on January 26th to be a celebration!  These goals are within our 
reach. So help us rise up, Grace.  Just a little more and we’ll hit the goals that will keep the 
ministries of Grace alive and well. 
 
A copy of the pledge card can be found on the last page of this newsletter.  Simply fill it in, 
cut it out, and drop it in the collection plate on Sunday or return to the church office. 
 
Submitted by Rev. Jen Adams and Brent Krueger 
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Sunday Forum 

9:15-10:15am in the Forum Room 
 
January 12 & 19:  Warming Up 

Come in out of the cold! Join us for coffee, conversation and easy time together. 
 

January 26: The State of Grace 
Annual Reports will be available for your reading pleasure.  Vestry will be present in the 
Forum Room to answer questions and hear any thoughts you’d like to share as you look 
through reports from the various commission and groups of Grace. The Annual meeting will 
be held this Sunday in the undercroft following the 10:30 service. 

 

February 

Introducing ChurchNext 
Church Next is an Episcopal online learning resource that offers classes taught by liturgists, 
historians, spiritual directors, Episcopal priests and lay people from various professions.  The 
classes cover a broad range of areas that have to do with Episcopal identity and faithful 
Christian living.  During the month of February, Grace will explore some of the classes 
currently offered.  We’ve also purchased a membership to ChurchNext so soon, it will be 
possible for Grace members to log on at home and do some mid-week learning too! 
 

February 2: The Big Class: How to Be a Crazy Christian with Michael Curry  
This is a course with a warning label: All who enter here, expect to be transformed. Episcopal 
bishop of North Carolina Michael Curry is an inspiring and enthusiastic reformer with a clear 
call to reinvigorate the Church. This class is based on Bishop Curry’s recent sermon and 
subsequent book called Crazy Christians in which he says, “We need some Christians who are 
as crazy as the Lord. Crazy enough to love like Jesus, to give like Jesus, to forgive like Jesus, 
to do justice, love mercy, walk humbly with God— like Jesus. Crazy enough to dare to change 
the world from the nightmare it often is into something close to the dream that God dreams for 
it.” 

 

February 9 : Welcome to Epiphany with Sharon Ely Pearson 

It is the season of the Star. Epiphany brings us the Three Wise Men and the revelation that this 
baby born in a manger is much more than your average infant. Epiphany is a time for us to 
find the various ways God reveals God’s self in our lives. In this course we’ll learn: What is 
Epiphany? What are the themes of Epiphany? How should we observe Epiphany? How does 
Epiphany better our lives? 

 
February 16: Introducing Episcopal Worship, with Rev. James Hamilton 

The Episcopal liturgy is rich in tradition and symbolism, but it can also be a bit overwhelming 
to a visitor unfamiliar with the service. For instance, why is the service structured the way it 
is? What's the meaning of the various prayers? What is the purpose of the hymns? What is 
Communion all about? Join us as we hear Rev. Hamilton explain the abundant meaning of 
Episcopal worship in accessible and inspiring ways. 
 

February 23: How to Take A ChurchNext Class, with Chris Yaw   
We’ll walk through the course offerings and the actual process of registering for a class “on 
your own.”  Parishioners can learn from home and/or organize small groups to gather around a 
topic.  There are lots of possibilities!  Chris Yaw is the founder of ChurchNext and the Rector 
of the Episcopal Church in Southfield, Michigan. 
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NEWS FROM CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
 

It is hard to believe that Epiphany is here and we are very quickly moving through the 
winter programming.    The CYM Programs at Grace for January include a wide 
variety of education, formation, and fellowship experiences for children and youth at 
Grace. 
 
The Middle and High School youth kicked off 2014 with what has become the annual 

Epiphany youth retreat.    They enjoyed activities centered on a theme of the spiritual practice of play.    
 
In addition to the retreat, the youth continued their search for the answer to the question “Who is Grace?”.    
Throughout this program year, they have worked on answering this question and have begun filming video 
and still images of their response.    It has been an interesting process which has given them the opportunity 
to consider their response, learn how to express that through story boarding, and finally how to create a 
video response.   Thank you to all the youth, the youth leaders, and to Beth Trembley and Cheri Smith for 
their work on this project. 
 
Sunday School classes are back up and running after the Advent and Christmas activities.  The “This 
Episcopal Life” class for High School and interested adults has begun a unit on Church History.   The 
Intermediate and Primary classes have moved into studies of the New Testament lessons.     
 
A new class is offered for those Elementary students in third through fifth grades.   In order to provide 
opportunities for more age-centered conversations and activities, the CYM leadership team is offering 
lessons geared more toward the older Elementary set.  The group will meet in the front room of the 
Undercroft.    Current CYM leaders will get the program moving, but two additional leaders are needed to 
alternate weeks.   Please contact Debbie at debcoyle@gmail.com or at the church office to volunteer. 
 
The youth will gather at the end of January to talk through Mission 2014 plans.   Look for more information 
to follow that gathering. 
 
February begins with a Tri-Youth day trip to Pando Mountain on Saturday, February 2nd. We’ll depart 
Grace at 12:30 and will be back at 5:30.   Cost is $20 for 3 hours of tubing, or $40 for tubing and skiing or 
snowboarding.    Please contact the church office or email Debbie at debcoyle@gmail.com.      
 
A midwinter celebration is being planned for our children of young families.  The kids will gather 11:00am 
– 2:00pm in the Undercroft for fun activities, games, and lunch.   Nursery care will be provided for those 
kids 3 and under.    In addition to giving our little ones time to connect, the goal is also for the parents of 
young families to have time in fellowship together.  Look for more information to come! 
 
It is not too late to get involved.  Contact Debbie at debcoyle@gmail.com or at the church office for more 
information about Children’s and Youth Ministries at Grace. 
 

Submitted by Debbie Coyle, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries 
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MEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
Alternate Mondays, 4:00 to 5:15 pm (a men’s discussion group) — The men's study group 
"Beer and Bibles" meets every other Monday, for conversation, reflection, and fellowship. 
We are currently reading through the book of Hebrews.  B-Y-O-Both.  Upcoming dates are 
January 27th, February 10th and 24th. 
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Grace Flicks— 
Second Wednesdays at 5:30 in the Forum Room 

(a.k.a. “The Return of Movie Night” or “Movie Night: The Sequel”) 

 

 
Join us on second Wednesday nights for drinks and snacks at 5:30, movie and pizza at 6:00 
and conversation to follow. Bring a snack and a drink to share.  

THANK YOU TO DECEMBER/JANUARY COFFEE HOUR HOSTS! 
 
 

 

 From Laurie VanArk 

    Coffee Hour Coordinator 

Friends of St. Andrew 
Doug & Ketzi Zylstra 
Mary & Scott Remenschneider 
Susan & Tom Ervine 
Carlos & Ashley Fossati 
Laurie Van Ark and Sally Gunn  
Jeff & Rosemary Erickson 
Jen Wolfe 

The sign-up sheet for January through May (and beyond) Coffee Hour hosts is on the clipboard.  
Please sign up if you can take a Sunday.  Ask Laurie if you have any questions. 

ST. MARY’S GUILD 
 
St. Mary's will meet on Monday, February 10, at 7:15 PM in the Forum Room.  The 
presenter will be Deb Scanzillo who is a board member of Harbor Humane Society and owns 
and operates Dogs Bay in Holland.  Deb is a 1994 graduate of Companion School for Dogs 
Certification Course in Behavior Modification and Obedience and is a member of the 
Association of Pet Dog Trainers.  She also heads the enrichment program for the furry friends 
at the Humane Society  Please mark your calendar and plan to join us.  This is an open meeting. 
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For current information, access the church 
calendar on our website: 

 
www.graceepiscopalholland.org   

Click on “About us” and then  “Calendar.” 
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 Birthdays &  Birthdays &  Birthdays &  Birthdays &  
AnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversaries    

in Januaryin Januaryin Januaryin January    

  4 Lynn & Blane Kamp 
  7 Debbie & Brian Coyle 
16 Betty & Gerald Sova 
17 Cherie & Roger De Cook 
19 Pam & Ron Brown 
 Karen & Jay Bylsma  
26 Kris Veldheer &  
  Jennifer Carlson 

  1 Richard Swaney 
 Phillip Reinink 
  2 Jennifer Wolfe 
  3  Kristie Phillips 
  4 Devin Shea 
 Lourdes Manderfield 
 Christoph Manderfield 
 Sam Klug 
  5 Brian Coyle 
  6 Rob Sligh 
 Brian Essenburg 
  7 Krista Raffenaud 
 Stafford Keegin 
 Emily Wright 
  8 Samantha Brown 
10 Gladys Woodward 
 Grafton Ervine 
 Simon Hodson 

11 John Barlow 
12 David Wright 
 Joan Breitmeyer 
14 Liza Barry 
 Ron Brown 
15 Tom Kelley 
17 Roger De Cook 
 Mike Erickson 
 Griselda Edgell 
18 David Raffenaud 
19 Lauren Ray 
21 Christopher Packard 
22 Sydne Klinge 
23 Heather Klamt 
 Clay Stauffer 
24 Lucy Hopkins 
25  Ronan Kelley 
27 Anne Gamache 
 Dennis Joles 
31 Sally Corneliussen 

February February February February     
Birthdays Birthdays Birthdays Birthdays     

&  Anniversaries&  Anniversaries&  Anniversaries&  Anniversaries    

  6 Claudia & Troy Scharlow 
  7 Valarie & Dave Methric 
 Holly & Jeff Nyland 
  9 Robbie & Mick Schorle 
15 Jennifer & Jesse Klug 

 
  1 Fran Greene 
 Adam Mims 
 Hannah Richardson 
  3 Bill Bier 
  4 Carol Rickey 
  5 Kyle Klinge 
  6 Jim Piersma 
  7 Bryce Cobb 
 Ian Clark-Adler 
  9 Jane Servinsky 
10 Ed Hansen 
 Cathy deVelder 
 Connie Ketchum 
11 David Austin 
 Jennifer Klug 
 Paul Richmond 
12 Jane Beggs-Joles 
 Kathy Keegin 
 Brent Krueger 
 Jack Shinabarger 
13 John Easdon 
14 Maegan Phillips Amato 
 Sarah Phillips 
 Kate Valentine 
 Marilyn Vander Molen 

15 Zach Edgell 
 Warren Parker 
17 Andrew Barry 
20 Linda Elder 
 Betty Sova 
21 Mary Benedict 
 Reid VanderBie 
22 Erma Bruggink 
 Tom Kelly 
23 Michelle Craioveanu 
24 Kathryn Bier 
 Joey Bullinger 
 Scott Gamby 
 Chuck Murray 
25 Todd Guyer 
26 Sally Byxbe 
27 Ryan Gamby 
 Pat Gamby 
 Mary Mims 
 Brent VanderBie 
28 David Murray 
 Marianne Manderfield 
 Alayna Ray 
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FEEDING AMERICA 
 

Over the past few months we’ve seen regular increases in the number of guests whom we 
serve.  Thank you, Grace, for coming out in large numbers in November! We need you in 
December too!  We are now handing out 7,500 pounds of food rather than the 5,000 we have 
distributed in the past.  Normally growth is a good thing at a church, in this case it only shows 
that more and more people are hungry due to job loss, underemployment, or recent cuts to 
government assistance. 
 
I know that we are all busy and that our lives seem to be on the fast track, but, we need to 
always be aware that there are people who need our help.  We need you to help us on the 
second Thursday of each month to distribute the food, chat with our 
guests, or help in the kitchen.  Can you help us out?  If you have any 
questions about this outreach, please contact Mick Schorle, 
Coordinator of our Feeding America ministry or Robbie Schorle at 
269 543-4400.  We would be happy to answer any questions you 
may have. 
 
Submitted by Robbie Schorle – Chairman of Outreach 

COMMUNITY KITCHEN 
 

Every weekday and on Sundays too, the Community Kitchen serves lunch to about 200 
hungry people out of the commons area at Western Seminary.  
 
Volunteers are needed at the to help serve and clean up from 11:15am to 1:30pm every 
Monday through Friday. Grace Church is committed to providing three or four helpers each 

Wednesday. Join our “regulars” who help on Wednesdays.  See the sign-up sheet in the 
Commons.  For more information contact Jim at 566-6785. 

The outreach committee would like to send out a huge thank you to everyone who has helped 
with Feeding America.  We value and appreciate everyone who joins us on the second 
Thursday of each month.  There are jobs for everyone and no job is more important than 
another. 
 
We also need someone to chair the annual Crop Walk.  This is an activity Grace has 
participated in for several years.  If this is an outreach you are interested in, please contact 
Robbie Schorle at artforsoul@comcast.net or leave a message at the church office. 
 
Submitted by Robbie Schorle – Chairman of Outreach 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY 

PTSD (POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER) –

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24   6:30 – 7:30 PM      

FORUM ROOM   
  
The Stephen Ministers welcome everyone to a talk by Grace church parishioner and Vestry 
member, Diane Wiersma, LMSW, ACSW (Licensed Master Social Worker and Academy of 
Certified Social Workers). Diane is a clinical social worker who has been in private practice in 
Holland for the past 7 years. She works primarily with people struggling with stressors related 
to anxiety, trauma, grief, depression, and life adjustments. In addition to private practice, Diane 
worked for many years as a social worker and grief therapist in hospice settings, and as a 
therapist in college counseling and community counseling settings. 
 

The talk will include general information regarding PTSD (Post-traumatic Stress Disorder) 
including how it is defined, who is at risk, and treatment, as well as more general information 
regarding how PTSD fits within the anxiety and stress-related disorder continuum. There will 
also be information regarding some of what we know about the mind/body response to stress. 
Helpful practices will be discussed for managing well the stress and anxiety that are a part of 
daily living. 
 

ctáàÉÜtÄ VtÜx 9 cÜtçxÜ _|áàctáàÉÜtÄ VtÜx 9 cÜtçxÜ _|áàctáàÉÜtÄ VtÜx 9 cÜtçxÜ _|áàctáàÉÜtÄ VtÜx 9 cÜtçxÜ _|áà        

Prayer List as of January 13, 2014 
 

† † † † †  
 

PRAYER REQUESTED FOR: Sue Walker & family, Barb Hettinga, Carol, Herb & Pat Eldean and 
family, Eskill Corneliussen, William Rocker, Morley & Sally and family, the Christofferson 
family, the Baker family, Kariann & Esperanza, Anne & family, the Petit family, Gladys, Gail 
Geiger, the Strand family, Pat Danly, Sophie, Connie, Vern, the Hampson & Keegin families, 
the Butterfield family, Kim & Nouri, Xenia & family, Mar’Cia & family, Phil & Kathy, Carol 
& Woody Merriman, Elaine, the McConkey family, Kathy, Emily & family, Laura Ferster, 
Arkie Pierson, Amanda, for the unemployed or under-employed, for the women and men of the 
Armed Forces, especially Pierre Warner, Chuck, Warwick, Zachary, Carrie, Sam, and other 
loved ones of our parish family; for all victims of disasters worldwide, natural and manmade; 

for those in our time who face persecution for their faith and for their persecutors. the Barkel 
family, the Drew family, Grace Herta, Judy, Dawn & family, Alex, Todd Billings & family, 
Sharon Henderson (mother of Sharie Phillips), Bill Ketchum, Peter Homan, Patricia Arnold, 
Mary Schimmel (sister of Cathy deVelder), Chuck Matrosic, Debbie (sister of Mary Matrosic), 
Devin, Robert McConkey, Gerald, Jim & Jane, Ralph Suchor, Steve, Jenny, Dale Labbe Sr., 
Michael Borst, Jodi, Sandy, Donna, Amy, Diane, Adam, Shannon, Gail Davison, Stafford, 
Bruce Browning (brother of Jean Adams), Dave Masselink, Aaron Miller, Betty Sova, Gloria 
Stegenga, Betty & Jerry, John Keegin, Jackie Van Duren, Lisa Leland, Ben Roper, Jim Roper.  
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Candidates for the Vestry Class of 2016 
Election to be held January 26, 2014 

during the Annual Meeting 

 

John Davis 
We began attending Grace Episcopal Church in Fall 2010. My wife, 

Janet, and I purchased a home in Holland a year later. I moved from 

San Diego permanently early in 2011 and Janet joined me here per-

manently this past September. We introduced our daughter, Stepha-

nie, her husband, Clinton Ray and their five children to the church 

and they, too, have become active at Grace. I was a dedicated church 

leader in our church in San Diego and look forward to contributing in 

meaningful ways here at Grace, too. 

 

Jeff Erickson 
My wife Rosemary and I have attended Grace since moving to Hol-

land in 1989.  Our two children, Mike and Nicole, are both in college 

and were baptized at Grace.  I previously served on Vestry in the late 

1990s and early 2000s.  This led to a 10-year stint as the Fellowship 

Commission chair, which included coordinating Coffee Hour, and 

starting and coordinating the Greeters Guild.  I am an engineer at a 

nuclear power plant, and enjoy volleyball (indoor and sand), biking, 

skiing, reading, and being  with my family.   I am pleased to have 

been  asked to serve on Vestry. 

 

Lynn Stubbs 
I moved to Holland in 2001 from the much warmer climate of 

North Carolina.  My children, Connor and Anna and husband, 

Dave and I have loved being part of Grace for most of those 

years.  I enjoy my work as a psychotherapist and am also passion-

ate about biking, hiking, yoga, reading, Lake Michigan and sharing 

good food and conversation with family and friends.  I look for-

ward to my time on Vestry and the opportunity to give back a little 

to a community that is so important to me. 
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Rise up, Grace! 

Grace Episcopal Church 

Pledge Campaign 

 I/we will increase our pledge by  _____________________  per week/month/year (circle one) for 2014.  

 I/we have not yet pledged but will pledge __________________  per week/month/ year (circle one) for 2014. 

 I/we will give a one-time gift of                                        for 2014. 

 

Signature    ___________________________________     

Printed Name    _____________________________          

Address   ___________________________________ Email address  ____________________________ 

Thank you! 

Barb Vincensi 

 
I have been a member of Grace for 7 years and have found it to be 

a community that has fed me on a number of important levels.  I’m 

also impressed with how the members of Grace treat each other 

and it is because of this and some of the exciting possibilities to 

serve Grace in a new way that I have volunteered for Vestry at this 

time. I am originally from Indiana, having nursing degrees from 

Purdue University, Indiana University at Indianapolis, and Loyola 

University, Chicago. Notre Dame was in my backyard at home. So football season can be diffi-

cult for me regarding loyalties sometimes, especially up here in Michigan. I have a grown 

daughter who has recently moved to Boston and two eccentric cats who were rescue animals. 

Presently, I am an Assistant Professor of Nursing at Hope and also practice part time as a fami-

ly nurse practitioner (FNP). I enjoy both roles tremendously. In the past I have also volunteered 

as a FNP at the Community Health Center in Holland when it had the designation of being a 

Federally Qualified Health Center for the underserved. I have served as a Parish Nurse in a lo-

cal parish which had 5 different language groups and a large migrant and immigrant popula-

tion. I felt very much at home, connected, and comfortable in these environments as this was 

similar to my background.  Gardening, music, spirituality, and art as well as reading are inter-

ests when I have any spare time. The music ministry here at Grace has also been a wonderful 

way for me to build relationships and see how service or ministry might work for me here. I’m 

looking forward to being part of vestry and of being of service to Grace Church in the future. 
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Our Mission Statement: 
 

Grace is a dynamic community of faith 
grounded in Episcopal tradition,  
welcoming all, and serving Christ  
through worship, spiritual growth, and 
compassionate care for one another,  
the community and God’s world. 
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