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Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night,  

in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death to life,  

the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world,  

to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord,  

in which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments,  

we share in his victory over death. -- ‘The Great Vigil of Easter’ 
 

It’s about to get much bigger than any of us.  It always is, but there are 
moments when we can’t even pretend to deny it and Holy Week and Easter 
provide those kinds of holy experiences.  This transition from Lent into 
Easter reveals the deep mysteries of our faith, moving us from death to 
resurrection in ways that break open our lives and expose our world to the 
profound, unimaginable grace of God. 
 
On Palm Sunday we’ll gather outside and process triumphantly into the 
church waving palms and shouting, “Hosanna!”  Shortly after that the story 
of Christ’s crucifixion will be read and we’ll wrestle with cries of “Crucify 
him.”  On Maundy Thursday we’ll share an Agape meal, wash one 
another’s feet, and share in the remembrance of the Last Supper.  On Good 
Friday we’ll sit at the foot of the cross, with our questions, our grief, and 
Christ’s love all holding us close.  
 
When we gather for the Great Vigil of Easter, we’ll be outside, in darkness 
with the sting of Jesus’ death still fresh in our hearts.  We’ll spark a fire, 
light candles, and process in to the darkened church.  We’ll hear of God’s 
saving acts through history and then just as the visions of exodus and dry 
bones dancing begin to spread a word of hope, the ‘Alleluia!’ will 
proclaimed and we will celebrate that even death has been overcome. 
 
Often in our lives, it’s a tragedy or an unexpected crisis that brings us to our 
knees, forcing the acknowledgement that despite the illusion, we’re not in 
control.  At Easter it’s a story that does that.  At Easter God shatters the 
limits of a predictable ending, offering instead the eternal promise that is 
resurrection life. 
 
Join us at Grace this Holy Week and Easter as we embrace the mystery and 
the hope that we find at the heart of our faith.   
 

Peace, 

Jen  
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Lenten Education and Formation at Grace Episcopal Church  

 
Love Life: Living the Gospel of Love 
Sundays March 16th-April 13th at 9:15am 
 
 

This program comes from the Episcopal order of brothers at the Society of St John the 
Evangelist in Boston. Their founder, Father Richard Meux Benson, was captivated by the 
Fourth Gospel, and believed it held answers for many of the challenges the Church in his day 
was facing. It was a profound telling of the story of Jesus, one that reflected decades of 
theological thought on the part of the author and his community. It was also relevant to the 
needs of a society in which he believed the poor were being trampled underfoot. It was this 
gospel that emphasized that “God is love” and that “God so loved the world that he gave his 
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.” 
This gospel called believers to love one another as they themselves had been loved by God, 
and to serve one another by laying down their lives, as Jesus had laid down his life for them. 
Father Benson envisioned a society of priests and brothers who were sent into the world to 
reveal this God of love to all those who would receive him, so that they might have life – 
abundant and eternal.  We’ll experience this study as a group on Sunday mornings.  
Individuals are also encouraged to register at SSJE.org/lovelife to receive daily videos and 
questions to guide them through the season.  

 
 

Lenten Wednesdays 
 

Mid-Lenten Wednesdays: March 12 – April 9 

Supper at 5:45pm & Holy Eucharist at 6:30pm  

 
Book Discussion at 7:00pm led by Rev. Jen Adams  

Walking Home: From Eden to Emmaus  

by Margaret Guenther 

 
We’ll join with Episcopalians around our Diocese as we explore 
Walking Home which retells the "walking stories" of Scripture and 
unpacks the truths they reveal about spiritual life. Jesus walks everywhere with his disciples - 
always arriving, departing, on the way somewhere else. Adam and Eve walked out of the 
garden, Lot and his daughters walked out of Sodom, Abraham and Isaac walked to Mt. 
Moriah, the Israelites walked for forty years to the promised land, the Prodigal Son walked 
home barefoot, the disciples walked to Emmaus. The spiritual life is often about putting one 
foot in front of another, always on the way, never home, until crossing another new threshold.   

 

Books are available in the church Commons. Cost of the book if able is $12. 
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Palm Sunday (April 13)   8:15, 10:30AM 
Join us for a blessing of the palms, triumphal procession into church, the narration of the 
Passion of Our Lord, and celebration of Holy Communion. The 10:30 service will begin in 
the Church yard—weather permitting. 

  
  

Maundy Thursday  (April 17)  6:15PM 
Join us for an Agape meal, a foot washing, and Communion as we remember the Last Supper. 
We close with a stripping of the altar in preparation for Good Friday. Please bring bread, wine, 
or fruit for the meal if you are able and let us know via a sign-up sheet in the Commons what 
you plan to bring. 

  
  

Good Friday (April 18)  7PM 
Join us as we mark the crucifixion of our Lord with the Story of the Passion, solemn 
reflections, prayers, and song. Stations of the Cross and prayer guides to walk you through are 
available in the sanctuary from 10AM—6PM. 

   
 

Easter  
 

 Easter Vigil (Saturday, April 19) 8:45PM - Gather with us at sundown in the Church yard 
as we kindle a fire in the darkness and process in to listen to the Biblical story of God’s 
saving actions.  At the news of Christ’s resurrection, we shout “Alleluia!”, ring bells, sing 
praises, and celebrate Holy Communion. (Bring your bells!) A celebratory dessert feast will 
follow this service. Sign up in the Commons to bring desserts. 
  

 Easter Service (Sunday, April 20) 10:30AM - We gather in the good news of Christ’s 
resurrection, singing “Alleluia”, renewing our baptismal vows, and celebrating Holy Eucharist.  

  

Come walk with us as we walk with Christ. 
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NEWS FROM CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
Grace CYM Program is springing into high gear for upcoming events.    
The children and youth will gather in the Undercroft on Sunday, April 
13th for a combined Sunday School lesson for Palm Sunday.    We’ll 
update the Stations of the Cross banners and learn about them as we go.  
Look for the stations in the sanctuary as we enter Holy Week. 
 

The Grace Youth (as part of the Tri-Youth group) will participate in the CROP Walk to help 
fight hunger on Sunday, April 27th at Beechwood Reformed Church.     Their focus on hunger 
will continue through the summer as we participate in several mission projects, the final one 
being a trip to Little Rock, Arkansas to glean produce for local food programs.      
 
Thank you to all of you who supported the youth in their annual “Move-A-Thon” to support the 
Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital.   With your help, the group raised over $700! 
 
It’s time to sign up for the annual Marktplaats Dutch Food Court at the Holland Civic Center.  
As part of the week-long festival here in Holland, May 3 through 10, the 
Grace Youth Groups (in conjunction with the First United Methodist 
Women and the Seven Christians Club of Fennville) will host a food 
court of traditional Dutch Foods.   This is our one major annual 
fundraiser for Youth Mission, Pilgrimage, and Special Events.   By 
volunteering to help prepare and serve at the food court, you will 
directly impact the youth of Grace.   It’s also a great way to represent 
our city to guests.   
 
Sign up online by visiting:   
Please sign up for Marktplaats Dutch Food Court 2014 - here's how it works in 3 easy 

steps: 
   1. Go to our invitation page on VolunteerSpot: http://vols.pt/7yVJo1 
   2. Enter your email address: (You will NOT need to register an account on VolunteerSpot)  
   3. Sign up! Choose your spots - VolunteerSpot will send you an automated confirmation and 
reminders. Easy! 
 
Note: VolunteerSpot does not share your email address with anyone. If you prefer not to use 
your email address, please contact me and I can sign you up manually. 
 
It is never too late to join us… come and see! 

 

Submitted by Debbie Coyle, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries 
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ST. MARY’S GUILD 
 
St. Mary's will meet on Monday evening, April 14, at 7:15 PM in the Forum Room.  The 
presenter will be Sara Leland, Ph.D.  Topic TBA at a later date.  She has spoken to our group 
before and those who have not heard her are in for a treat!!  Stay tuned for more 
info...................Hostesses are Joan Heneveld and Gail Geiger. 
 

Mark your calendars for this interesting, informative evening!! 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
Alternate Mondays, 4:00 to 5:15 pm (a men’s discussion group) — The men's study group 
"Beer and Bibles" meets every other Monday, for conversation, reflection, and fellowship. 
We are currently reading through the book of Hebrews.  B-Y-O-Both.  Upcoming dates are 
April 7th, 21st and May 5th. 

 

EfM!  My guess is many members and friends of Grace church have heard about ‘EfM’!  EfM 
stands for (among many things) Education For Ministry!   
 
Every baptized person is called to ministry. The Education for Ministry (EfM) program 
provides people with the discernment and education to carry out that ministry. During the 
Service of Confirmation we ask God to "  Renew in these your servants the covenant you made 
with them at Baptism. Send them forth in the power of the Spirit to perform the service you set 
before them."   EfM offers an opportunity to discover how to respond to the call to Christian 
service.   
 
The current EfM class meets Tuesday evenings for 34 weeks of the ‘school season’ from 6:30 
pm – 8:00 pm.  Yes, it is truly a high commitment program – if that is what you are seeking!  
During out time together we share as adult learners our ‘Readings’ for the week – either from 
the Old Testament, New Testament, Church History or Contemporary Church History/
Theologians/Theologies!  The discussions are invigorating and enthusiastic and after a short 
break we engage in theological reflection practices, mutual readings and practices of faith as 
we continue to find out how God is acting in our lives, our church, our community and our 
world and in creation!!!! 
 
Currently Thom Daubenspeck and Mary Huisman are the co-mentors!  Members participating 
in EfM this year are Tom and Tammy Kelly, Mary Matrosic and Debbie Coyle as well as (via 
Skype) Ann Mayers and Diane Morgan, who were part of Grace church until they re-located to 
the Ann Arbor area.  If we don’t seek you out individually please feel free to contact one of us 
with your questions and interest in EfM – we will be looking for new members for our Fall, 
2014 season!!!!! 

Xwâvtà|ÉÇ 9 YÉÜÅtà|ÉÇ  Xwâvtà|ÉÇ 9 YÉÜÅtà|ÉÇ  Xwâvtà|ÉÇ 9 YÉÜÅtà|ÉÇ  Xwâvtà|ÉÇ 9 YÉÜÅtà|ÉÇ      
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Organ Committee Update   
 

In 2013 Grace was given the very generous gift of funding for a new organ.  For those 
who don’t know, the current organ was designed to be a three-phase build of which only 
one phase was ever completed.  That first phase was built in the 1950’s.   
 
At various points in Grace’s recent history, undesignated gifts have been given to our 
parish and the organ has always been discussed as a potential project.  However, Grace 
leaders and members have prioritized other mission and ministries and we’ve been able 
to “make do” with the organ as is (thanks in large part to the abilities of our wonderful 
organists.)   
 
The donor has given this gift anonymously for now and is very clear in their support of 
the parish’s financial priorities.  The intent of the donor is that Grace be given a high 
quality instrument with which to continue our Episcopal liturgical tradition without 
having to divert current or future funding away from vital programs and outreach.    
 
The Organ Committee whose members include Rev. Jen Adams, Steve Jenkins, Joy 
Huttar, Brian Coyle, Laurie VanArk, Bill Rocker, Kim Shea and Barb Anderson, held its 
first meeting in November 2013 and began its work in earnest this January.  Dr. Craig 
Cramer, Professor of Music at Notre Dame and internationally acclaimed organist is 
serving as our consultant.  We are also in conversation with Dr. Huw Lewis, Professor of 
Music at Hope College and other local resources. 
 
The task of the committee it to discern the type and size of organ that will best fit the 
current and future needs of our worshiping community and to decide on the right builder 
to do the project.  As a part of the team’s process, Grace’s Music Director, Steve Jenkins 
put together educational programs.  Those will soon be posted on the Grace website so 
that the congregation can follow along and learn too as we move through the project.  
The Organ Committee’s goal is to decide on a type of organ and narrow down to a short 
list of potential builders by early June of 2014.  Those recommendations will be given to 
vestry for input and approval and the actual installation of the instrument will depend on 
the timeline and schedule of the builder.  
 
The committee is hard at work meeting regularly, talking with the consultant, visiting 
sites to listen to organs, tapping other local resources and gathering the information 
needed to make a solid recommendation to the Grace vestry.   
 
We ask that you keep this project in your prayers.  We’re so very grateful for this gift and 
look forward to celebrating this amazing contribution to the music and prayer of Grace 
Church. 
 
-- Submitted by The Rev. Jen Adams 

jÉÜá{|ÑjÉÜá{|ÑjÉÜá{|ÑjÉÜá{|Ñ    



 7 

 

Prayer List as of March 28, 2014 
 

† † † † †  
 

PRAYER REQUESTED FOR: Linda Twiggs (cousin of Sharon Barlow), Ken & Gemmy Helder, Erica 
& family, the Gamby family, the Nyhof family,  Shirley Swaney, Todd & Mary Lane, Jeanette 
Gogola, Barb Hettinga, Morley & Sally Byxbe, Kariann & Esperanza, Anne & family, Sophie, Vern, 
the Butterfield family, Kim & Nouri, Xenia & family, Mar’Cia & family, Phil & Kathy, Carol & 
Woody Merriman, Elaine, the McConkey family, Kathy, Emily & family, Amanda, for people in 
areas of war or unrest, for the unemployed or under-employed, for the women and men of the 
Armed Forces, especially Pierre Warner, Chuck, Warwick, Carrie, Sam, and other loved ones of our 
parish family; for all victims of disasters worldwide, natural and manmade; for those in our time 
who face persecution for their faith and for their persecutors. Karin Sisson, Pat Danly, Laura Ferster, 
Gladys, Arkie Pierson, Ginnie Wilson, the Barkel family, the Drew family, Grace Herta, Judy, Dawn 
& family, Alex, Todd Billings & family, Bill Ketchum, Peter Homan, Patricia Arnold, Chuck 
Matrosic, Debbie (sister of Mary Matrosic), Devin, Robert McConkey, Gerald, Jim & Jane, Ralph 
Suchor, Irene Bartlett, Steve, Jenny, Michael Borst, Jodi, Sandy, Donna, Amy, Diane, Adam, 
Shannon, Gail Davison, Stafford, Bruce Browning (brother of Jean Adams), Dave Masselink, Aaron 
Miller, Betty Sova, Gloria Stegenga, Betty & Jerry, John Keegin, Jackie Van Duren, Lisa Leland, 
Ben Roper, Jim Roper.  

Birthdays & Birthdays & Birthdays & Birthdays & 

AnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversaries    

in Aprilin Aprilin Aprilin April    

1 Cherie De Cook 
 Emily Kelley 
 Gillian Klug 
 Tim Methric 
3 Lori Interbitzen 
 Guy Packard 
4 Joan Austin 
 Judy Linn 
5 Paul Hansen 
6 Vincent Barlow 
 Margaret Hawley-Lowry 
7 Sandy Wright 
8 Jenny Shea 
9 Ron Interbitzen 
 Michelle Essenburg 
 Cherie Schmidt 

10 Andrea Paterson 
11 Dianne Hoyt 
12 Julie De Cook 
 Kevin Wennersten 
13 Donna Borgman 
14 Bette Comport 
 Lynne Frey 
 Pam Steele Gregg 
15 Bruce Fries 
16 Bill Mendenhall 

17 Jacob Guyer 
 George Moeke 
18 Graeme Richmond 
 Jim Van Ark 
19 Molly Coyle 
 Melinda Heiberg 
 Campbell Shires 
 Lynne Watling 
20  Ava Balisi 
 Carlos Fossati 
 Ashley Klamt 
 Martha Rocker  
21 Harley Brown 
 Hanan Lomax 
22 Jonathon Fries 
 Ralph Schroeder 
23 Krista Packard 
24  Aaron De Cook 
 Dr. Drew 
 Fuller Shires 
26 Sue Stick 
28 Nancy Chamness 
 Judy Voss 
29 Samuel Smalldon 
 Pamela Veenhoven 
30 Hugh Ervine 

  5 Gladys & Jim Woodward 
  7 Ione & Paul Trap 
17 Lorie Shier & Cel Meerman 
23 Joanne Stewart & Will Polik 
27 Barb & Scott Anderson 
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FEEDING AMERICA 
 

Over the past few months we’ve seen regular increases in the 
number of guests whom we serve.  Thank you, Grace, for coming 
out in large numbers in November! We need you in December too!  
We are now handing out 7,500 pounds of food rather than the 5,000 
we have distributed in the past.  Normally growth is a good thing at 
a church, in this case it only shows that more and more people are hungry due to job loss, 
underemployment, or recent cuts to government assistance. 
 
I know that we are all busy and that our lives seem to be on the fast track, but, we need to 
always be aware that there are people who need our help.  We need you to help us on the 
second Thursday of each month to distribute the food, chat with our guests, or help in the 
kitchen.  Can you help us out?  If you have any questions about this outreach, please contact 
Mick Schorle, Coordinator of our Feeding America ministry or Robbie Schorle at 269 543-
4400.  We would be happy to answer any questions you may have. 
 
Submitted by Robbie Schorle – Chairman of Outreach 

COMMUNITY KITCHEN 
 

Every weekday and on Sundays too, the Community Kitchen serves lunch to about 200 
hungry people out of the commons area at Western Seminary.  
 
Volunteers are needed at the to help serve and clean up from 11:15am to 1:30pm every 
Monday through Friday. Grace Church is committed to providing three or four helpers each 

Wednesday. Join our “regulars” who help on Wednesdays.  See the sign-up sheet in the 
Commons.  For more information contact Jim at 566-6785. 
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THANK YOU TO MARCH COFFEE HOUR HOSTS! 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
From Laurie VanArk 
Coffee Hour Coordinator 

Prescott Slee 
Donna & Gary Bogle 
Cherie & Roger DeCook 
Cathy DeVelder 
Krista & Alan Babbitt 

The sign-up sheet for Coffee Hour hosts is on the clipboard in the Commons.  Please sign up if 
you can take a Sunday.  Ask Laurie if you have any questions. 

Introduction to Tai Chi and Qi-Gong 
    

Chinese Exercises for Health & Healing 
Tuesdays April 1, 8, 15, and 22 from 10:00 to 11:00 am 

Forum Room 
 
These ancient Chinese exercises are used by millions today for 
health maintenance and healing. The slow, graceful moves restore 
flexibility, balance the immune system and improve function of 
internal organs. Tai Chi and Qi-Gong blends the breath and the moves into the mind, body and 
spirit. 
 
Instructor: Shirley Swaney 
Shirley has been teaching fitness of mind and body since 1975 when she started her own com-
pany, MIND & BODY INC. in Birmingham, Mich.  She is certified by the following:  
The Living Tao Foundation, Chungliang Al Wang, International Tai Chi Master 
Tai Chi for Arthritis, Dr. Paul Lam 
Omega Institute, Rhinebeck, N.Y. Qi-Gong (Dr.’s from Beijing) 
Western Michigan University, Holistic Health Certification 
Aerobic Institute, Dallas, Texas, Dr. Kenneth Cooper (program for seniors) 
YMCA, Birmingham, Mich. Fitness Instructor 
YMCA Director Women’s Fitness Camp (15 years) 
 
Is there anything more important than your well being? Your mind, body, spirit and energy 

systems are wonderful interlocking marvels. Learn to connect them in a natural calm way.  

Your mind and body will love you for taking this class. 

 

A sign-up sheet can be found in the Commons, although not mandatory to register. 
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THE HOLLAND CROP WALK 

 

The 2014 Holland Crop Walk will be held on Saturday, April 26, and 
Sunday, April 27, 2014!  There will be Two Crop Hunger Walks: 
The Saturday walk will begin at Christian High School April 26, at 8-
9 AM.  There will be a 5k route for those who would like to run!!! 

[Start training now!] The Sunday Crop Walk on April 27, starts at 
Beechwood Reformed Church at 2pm.  Registration forms and more 
information will be available in the Commons on Sunday March 9th 

and on the following Sunday’s!!!  For more information contact Mary Huisman at 
maryh@westernsem.edu 
 
CROP Hunger Walks are community-wide events sponsored by Church World Service and 
organized by local congregations or groups to raise funds to end hunger at home and around the 
world. With its inception in 1969, CROP Hunger Walks are "viewed by many as the 
granddaddy of charity walks," notes the Los Angeles Times (Oct. 26, 2009). 
 

On October 17, 1969, a thousand people in Bismarck, ND, walked in what may have been the 

first-ever CROP Hunger Walk – and raised $25,000 to help stop hunger. Several other CROP 

Hunger Walks occurred soon thereafter, and before long there were hundreds of Walks each 

year in communities nationwide. 

Currently, well over 2,000 communities across the U.S. join in more than 1,600 CROP Hunger 

Walks each year. More than five million CROP Hunger Walkers have participated in more than 

36,000 CROP Hunger Walks in the last two decades alone. 

Grace Church does a wonderful job through Feeding the Hungry!  Let’s keep up the great work 

in another ‘one time ‘venue!  You can walk as an individual or with family members, friends, 

book groups, Feeding America companions……just come and walk!!!!!  Together we can 

accomplish great things! 

 

"Never doubt a small group of thoughtful, committed people can change the world. Indeed, it's the only thing 

that ever has."- Margaret Mead, American anthropologist  

"I have the audacity to believe that people everywhere can have three meals a 

day for their bodies, education and culture for the minds and dignity, equality and 

freedom for their spirits."  - Martin Luther King, Jr., American Civil Rights Leader  

 

 "For now I ask no more than the justice of eating." 

       - Pablo Neruda, Chilean Poet, Noble Prize Winner 

 

     "Hunger is not an issue of charity. It is an issue of justice." 

     - Jacques Diouf, Food and Agricultural Organization Director-general  
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For current information, access the church 
calendar on our website: 

 
www.graceepiscopalholland.org   

Click on “About us” and then  “Calendar.” 
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Our Mission Statement: 
 

Grace is a dynamic community of faith 
grounded in Episcopal tradition,  
welcoming all, and serving Christ  
through worship, spiritual growth, and 
compassionate care for one another,  
the community and God’s world. 

 

 

 

   

 
 

Grace Episcopal Church 
555 Michigan Ave.       
Holland, MI  49423 
 

Address Service Requested 
 

Please help us go GREEN!   Contact us at gechurch@sbcglobal.net if you are able to view the 

newsletter online at www.graceepiscopalholland.org/newsletter. 
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