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The cross is just plain hard.

As is the good news of Jesus, which tells us that
suffering is real and that joy comes in the morning.
That the humiliation and pain of the cross . . .
is always redeemed by love.

- from Jesus Freak, by Sara Miles

I believe that quote as much as I believe anything. In fact if I had to come up
with a sentence or two to summarize how I believe life and faith work, it
would be similar to what Sara Miles wrote above.

Suffering is ever present in our world, in our community, in our lives.
Suffering is an undeniable part of our day-to-day reality. This Lent we have
grieved with the people of Japan, Libya, and Bahrain and closer to home, we
have grieved with the Young Tait family at the loss of a beloved. We know
that hurts of all shapes and sizes exist, and part of allowing our faith to
mature is to make room in our hearts and lives to receive it.

But suffering is not all there is, and even in the midst of suffering, there is
often more than suffering present. Faith tells us that where there is suffering,
there is God. And where there is God there is love, and the cross, while
shattering previous notions of “the divine” also mysteriously pulls all these
pieces together. God is present on the cross, not to glorify suffering, but to
redeem it, to show us that even in the darkest places, light is still,
miraculously, doing its work.

Which is what Holy Week is all about. It begins with a proclamation of
“Hosanna!” on Palm Sunday and continues on Maundy Thursday with the
most intimate rituals we know, the washing of feet and the sharing of food.
The seeds of love are planted among us through Jesus’ commands to “love
one another” and to “do this in remembrance of me.” And on Good Friday
we hear of God’s Son present with us on the cross, which in Miles words is,
“just plain hard,” but is also an action of extreme and loving solidarity with
us. The suffering is real, but love is there too.

And then as we watch and wait through the darkness, joy comes to us in the
morning. A fire is lit. The light is passed. Our “Alleluia” returns and we
who have acknowledged the reality of suffering are invited to know the
promise and presence of joy. The seeds of love planted along the way
blossom beyond our greatest imaginings as resurrection comes among us and
life begins anew.

Join us for “the hard of the cross,” the love that is planted, and the Alleluias
that break forth again as we celebrate Holy Week and Easter at Grace
Church.

Peace,

Jen



“Let’s Talk About Healing”
Sunday Forums at 9:15 am

Sunday, March 13 Intergenerational: Before there is Alleluia, there is Prayer
Sunday, March 20 Rev. David Blauw, Chaplain and Director of Spiritual Care Services
at Holland Community Hospital
Sunday, March 27 Dr. David Stubbs, Professor of Theology and Ethics at Western Theological
Seminary and Mrs. Lynn Stubbs, LMSW, ACSW on ‘Restorative Circles’
Sunday, April 3 Dr. Rhoda Janzen Burton, Professor of English at Hope College and
NYT Bestselling Author of Mennonite in a Little Black Dress
Sunday, April 10 Grace Parishioners Share Stories of Healing
Sunday, April 17 The Healing Within Holy Week
Sunday, April 24 Easter Alleluia! (No Forum.)

Rev. David Blauw, Chaplain and Director of Spiritual Care
Services at Holland Community Hospital Rev Blauw is an ordained
RCA minister and has served as chaplain at Holland Hospital for over
fifteen years. Committed to the healing of body, mind and soul, Rev.
Blauw has been a faithful support for thousands in their hospital stays.
Experiences from his own life and faith guide his thoughts and

teachings on healing.

i Dr. Rhoda Janzen Burton, Associate Professor of English at Hope
| College and NYT Bestselling Author Dr Janzen Burton teaches
mennonite undergraduate poetry, literature and creative writing and now also tours
. (4
In a the world speaking on her bestselling memoir, Mennonite in a Little
little Black Dress. Her book explores how a series of life crises led to a
black dress . : .
e return to her roots, a deepening of faith, and some surprising,

unexpected insights into what it means to heal.

Dr David Stubbs, Professor of Theology and Ethics at Western
Theological Seminary, and Mrs. Lynn Stubbs, LMSW, ACSW.
David and Lynn will present “Restorative Circles” a process which
utilizes non-violent communication to help move those in conflict
toward mutual connection and understanding. This process is used in
institutions and communities around the world.




Wednesday Evening Program
“Feeding, Healing, Raising the Dead”

Wednesdays, March 16™ - April 13"
5:45 Supper in the Undercroft (donation requested)
6:30 Holy Eucharist in the Undercroft
7:00 Discussion of Jesus Freak in the Forum Room
(April 6™ 7:00 Movie The Apostle instead of book discussion)

The book discussion will be facilitated by Rev. Jen Adams.
The movie on April 6™ (same timeframe) will be led by Rev. Henry Idema
Books and sign-up sheet for discussion group are available in the Grace Commons.

jesus freak

SARA MILES
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Men’s Bible Study continues:

¢ Alternate Mondays, 5:30 to 6:45 pm (a men’s discussion group) — The men's study
group "Beer and Bibles" will be starting on the book of Mark at its next meeting, April
11. The group meets every other Monday, 5:30 to 6:45, for conversation, reflection, and
fellowship. If you have been considering looking in on this event, now might be a good
time to start. B-Y-O-Both.

Wednesday Noon Brown-Bag Bible Study

We are taking a break during the month of April but will resume on Wednesday May 4, with
a study of the parables of Jesus. We gather every Wednesday (unless notified) from 12:00 to
1:00 pm in the Forum Room. You do not have to attend every class, come when you can.
Bring a sack lunch if you wish. Hope to see you there.

Henry Idema

First Wednesday Movie Nights continue
with Lenten Wednesday schedule

Join us for supper at 5:45, Eucharist at 6:30, and movie at 7:00.
April 6 —The Apostle starring Robert Duvall. This is a wonderful film about the
complexity of forgiveness and healing. Come and join us!

~ Save the Date ~

Soul Collage Workshop
Saturday, June 25th, 2011 at Grace Episcopal Church from 8:30 am — 3:30 pm
Facilitated by Lindsey Halpern-Givens
Cost: $45.00 (Includes refreshments and lunch)

For more information or to register contact
Mary Benedict 1.616.566.9216 or Mary Huisman, 1.616.396-2805
A display table with registration information will be available soon!

Do you have files of images you have collected and you don't know what to do with? Or maybe you are
just attracted to images, interested in personal development, and involved in making life changes. If you
say "Yes!" to any of these, you will enjoy and benefit from a SoulCollage® workshop experience. It is
totally unnecessary to have artistic experience. With SoulCollage®, everyone is an artist and can have
fun being creative!

Looking for another way to connect?

Church Family Commission will be meeting on Monday, April 4 at 7pm in the Commons.
Church Family’s primary role is to welcome newcomers to Grace and assist them in getting
to know Grace and feel a part of the life of Grace Church. The commission is in the process
of re-organizing, so it’s a great time to join us in this work. We are open to new members
and new ideas. Come join us. If you have any questions, please feel free to talk with Diane
Wiersma or email her at dianemw51 @ gmail.com.




Grace Eplscopal Chureh

\\ Holy Week § Baster Schedule

We Process and Shout Hosanna! - Palm Sunday (April 17) 8:15, 10:30AM
Join us for a blessing of the palms, triumphal procession into church, narration of the
Passion of Our Lord, and celebration of Holy Communion. The 10:30 service will begin
in the Church yard—weather permitting.

We ‘Do this in Remembrance’ - Maundy Thursday (April 21) 6PM
Join us for an Agape meal, a foot washing, and Communion as we remember the Last
Supper. We close with a stripping of the altar in preparation for Good Friday. An all-night
prayer vigil continues in the chapel. Please bring bread or wine or fruit for the meal if you
are able.

We Kneel at the Foot of the Cross - Good Friday (April 22) 7PM
Join us as we mark the crucifixion of our Lord with the Story of the Passion, solemn
reflections, prayers, and song.

We Proclaim His Resurrection! - Easter Sunday (April 24) 6:00 &10AM
Easter Vigil (6:00AM) - Gather with us before sunrise in the Church yard as we kindle a
fire in the darkness and process in to listen to the Biblical story of God’s saving actions.
At the news of Christ’s resurrection, we shout “Alleluia!”, ring bells, sing praises, and

celebrate Holy Communion. (Bring your bells!)

Easter Brunch (8:00AM—10:00 AM) - a chance for worshipers at both services to gather,
celebrate and feast. All are welcome.

Easter Service (10AM) - We gather in the good news of Christ’s resurrection, celebrating
Baptism and Communion, and offering our thanks and praise to God.

Come walk with us as we walk with Christ.

Childcare is provided at all services during Holy Week.



No Car Wash...
No Bake Sale...

No other fundraisers.... / &2 )

Because you volunteer for Marketplaats! </é//

The youth of Grace are planning for another great year at the Tulip Time < ~—
Marketplaats, a traditional Dutch food court at the Civic Center. This \J
fundraiser is the one major fundraiser of the year to support youth activities (\ ?
such as Mission Trips, Pilgrimage, Episcopal Youth Event, and Episcopal \/
Youth Camp. This has been a highly successful project because of the very

generous donation of time on the part of you, the people of Grace.

It is easy to volunteer, simply sign up in the Commons for a shift and a job, or contact Debbie at
debcoyle@gmail.com. Tulip Time runs from May 8" — 14" this year, with Marketplaats beginning on
Tuesday, May 10"™. There are a wide variety of jobs you can do during Marketplaats, everything from
helping in the fry tent to running the cash register to washing dishes. We can accommodate every type of
talent and every level of participation. Costumes are not necessary but greatly appreciated. You can also
wear black pants and a white shirt and we’ll supply you with a Dutch hat and scarf.

Come out and join your Grace family at Tulip Time to help raise the funds needed for our youth
programming at Grace. It is a wonderful experience and will help our local community as well as our kids.

We will look forward to seeing you there!
Debbie Coyle, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries

The Diocese of Western Michigan - update on Mission Trips for 2011.

July 1 -9 to Pine Ridge, South Dakota, Oglala Lakota Nation. Cost - $375.00. Four opening
remaining. Housing restoration and improving living standards on the reservation are paramount.
Besides your work experience, you will be immersed in the culture of the reservation and interact with
the native people.

September 24 — October 1 to Barnes Mt, Kentucky. Cost - $200.00. Twelve openings remain.
In the heart of the Daniel Boone National Forest in Appalachia, volunteers may find themselves
building a deck, painting, adding a room to a home or trailer, replacing a floor, clearing land,
landscaping, or preparing meals for fellow volunteers. On Tuesday evening, volunteers will share a
meal with the local people they work with during the day. Evenings may also be spent learning about
Appalachian culture from area residents.

November 11 — 20 New Orleans, LA. Cost - $10.00 per day. Ten openings remain.
The Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana continues to help families return to New Orleans six years after
Katrina. The Diocese now concentrates on home repairs. Recently, a displaced family still living in
Little Rock, Arkansas was returned home after volunteers from our Diocese restored their property. A
similar project is planned for this year.

Consider participating in one or more! If interested, or need more information, contact Gerry Cawthra-
616-399-1221, or gcawthra@charter.net.




Faces of Grace
The Murray family

There are many families who fill our
pews on any given Sunday morning
at Grace. Each family within our
congregation brings their own gifts to
the Grace community. One of these
families are the Murrays. Their
oldest Kyle is 8 and in second grade
and David is 6 and in kindergarten at
Corpus Christi Catholic School on the
North side Holland.

Chuck and Lora Lee met while working together at the law offices of Long, Aldridge &
Norman in Atlanta, Georgia. They found they had much in common, but they also discovered
they were very different in their faith backgrounds. Chuck had grown up as a Catholic in Grand
Rapids, while Lora Lee spent her childhood in Virginia and then Georgia as a Southern Baptist.
After they married they found a faith home together in the Episcopal Church.

If you have met this busy family you know of their dedication to service here at church. Their
level of commitment and their willingness to serve at Grace is amazing. Chuck is presently
serving our Country in the Naval Reserve at the Naval Station in Great Lakes, Illinois. Lora Lee
is not only a mom to their boys but also attends nursing school.

Besides their work and family commitments each finds time to serve here at church in many
different areas of ministry. Chuck is serving his second term on Vestry after first filling a
vacated position. He also served on the Strategic Planning Commission for our church a few
years ago. Lora Lee is a busy mom who in addition finds time to serve on Altar Guild, as well
as being an active member of the Stephen’s ministry team, and is presently taking courses at
college to become a registered nurse (She is on track to graduate in 2012.) and beyond all that
finds time for scrap booking and is also a consultant for Creative Memories. According to
Chuck, she also is an exceptional amateur photographer.

Time together is a real priority for the Murrays as well. They all love going to the movies, but
Chuck and the boys are especially enjoying anything that is connected to the Star Wars films at
the moment. The family also enjoys camping in many of our state’s parks. If you don’t already
know this family why not introduce yourself? They, like so many others, are just one of the
many special additions to our family here at Grace.

—Christie Broersma



Feeding America

Mark your calendars for our upcoming Feeding America dates: April 14th and May 12th.
We need folks to arrive between 4:30 and 5:00 to help with set-up and to welcome our
guests.

Also, remember the ongoing need for laundry detergent and toilet paper! You can bring
these items at any time and deposit them in the labeled drawers in the Commons. With a
little corporate help we have managed to distribute these items to each family for the past
four months. Good job Grace!

Update: No more used plastic bags! Thank you so much to all of you who have been
saving your bags for use during our food distribution. Due to Feeding America
regulations, we will no longer be able to pack food in used plastic bags.

Exciting Announcement: Meijer stores have partnered with Grace Episcopal Church for their Spring
Simply Give Food Pantry Campaign running from March 20 to May 14, 2011.

Food Pantry Donation cards can be picked up at Grace or from kiosks at Meijer. Upon presentation at
the store’s check out, these cards will be scanned and you will be charged $10 and $10 is then credited
to Grace Church’s Feeding America outreach program. At the conclusion of this campaign Meijer will
make a matching donation to our Feeding America outreach program. Participating stores for Grace are
the 16th Street and the West Shore Drive Holland locations only.

These Donation Cards can also be given to family members, friends and any churches/religious
partners to help drive donations. Donation Cards are also available to the public at kiosks in the stores.

At the conclusion of this campaign Meijer will make an additional matching donation to Grace
Church’s Feeding America outreach program which effectively results in a $10 Donation Card
becoming $20.

From Stewardship Commission:
Thank you for your donations to Grace Church. Through your generosity, we are able
to continue our programming and ministry in a cost effective manner.

Our budget is based on the flow of funds as previously received. Most months we
should end in a positive fashion but a few months are projected to end in a deficit. To
help remedy this situation, we instituted Electronic Fund Transfers as a way to
balance our cash flow. This has helped tremendously! Additionally, we set our
budget at a level to slightly increase our activities. This required the Stewardship
Committee to ask for an additional appeal to meet these figures. You responded in a
positive way!

In averaging out our income, taking into account the EFT donations, we need
$4,161.06 in the weekly collection to fulfill our obligations. These weekly figures are
listed in the bulletin. The monthly figures listed in the bulletin are based on actual
budgeted amounts and are not averaged.




Bits & Pieces of Grace

From Christie Broersma

Ian Russell Clark-Adler son of Julie Clark Matthew, Cherie, Hannah and Logan

and Kelly Adler was born February 7™ Schmidt again participated in the 11th Hope

(Congratulations to the parents!). He joined College Dance Marathon on March 11"

our 10:30 a.m. service Sunday morning for Matt and Hannah actually stayed until 3:00

the first time as a vocal member of the a.m. dancing!! This year they raised over

congregation! If you haven’t seen this $90,000 to help the Helen DeVos Children’s

adorable little guy introduce yourself to the Hospital and the Children’s Miracle

happy parents! Network. Grace’s own version called the
Move-a-thon sponsored by our own young

Lora Lee Murray was named the ombudsman people actually was able to add $475.00 to

for her husband Chuck’s Navy unit. For the total for this worthy program.

those of you who do not know what that job

entails, she will be a valuable resource and Kyle Murray son of Chuck and Lora Lee

point of contact for the unit’s families who Murray participated in the local Cub Scouts

have needs best cared for by another Navy Pinewood Derby races Saturday the 19" of

spouse. March and took home 2™ place in two races

and first place once!
Steve Cloutier who has been our fearless

leader once a month for Feeding America Brock Smalldon has been cast as Doc

and has set up each time has taken a new job Robinson in the West Ottawa Middle

and is unable to be here early on the second Schools’ spring musical Tom Sawyer. The
Thursday of each month. Jerry Kirsch has performances are May 6, 7, and 8.
thankfully stepped up to help, but Steve

would like to put a call out to all who are a Zack Smalldon has been selected to be a
part of this ministry to call the church if you member of the West Ottawa High School
can assist Jerry in any way on a regular basis Freshman baseball team.

or volunteer to fill in as a substitute if we

need it.

There is much that has been happening in church and if you know and want to share a family or
individual celebration with our church family, call Chris Broersma at 616-399-5701.

Prayer Shawls

For all you knitters and crocheters out there the Prayer Shawl

Ministry at Grace would like to tap into your gifts to help grow the

numbers of shawls we have to offer those in our community and 7
beyond who may be experiencing illness, grief or other difficult N\ 74
circumstances. There is yarn is available for those who are (%\ §
interested. You can use your own pattern or choose one that can be \/

provided along with a brochure with details of this ministry by
calling Brenda Millett, 738-0890.
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The Ducks are back.

From the Taking Grace Green Committee of the Stewardship Commission

In the Spring, six years ago, a pair of Mallard Ducks came into our front yard and began eating the
fallen songbird seed beneath our feeder. We were surprised to see them. Then they returned again
and again. We thought they might have a nest nearby and that this might just be a feeding stop on
their circuit in the neighborhood. They continued coming in the morning and evening as the season
progressed.

As we watched them with interest and amusement we were a little concerned for their safety with the
curious children and dogs in the area. The base of the feeder was screened from the street by some
landscaping and people had now noticed their flights in and out and began to look for them as they
walked by. And the ducks had started to settle in on the grass for a nap after a meal. We told the
neighbors on each side of us and across the street, and we took special care not to let our dogs out in
front when they were there.

Finally we realized that they soon would have a cache of eggs in their nest, We kept the seed supply
recharged so they would have enough. The female began coming more often and seemed to be
building up strength for the event. Then she was gone for a while and the male came by himself.

Within a few days the two took turns feeding quickly and then flying off to the Northwest corner of
our lawn, toward the creek that ran behind the homes at the West end of our street.

When the ducks were there people stopped and stood watching at a respectful distance. Children
carefully watched just far enough away so the pair wasn't disturbed. It seemed that the people in the
a neighborhood had adopted them as being part of the things happening on our block.

They came and went all Summer. We never did see they young. Then, with the approach of Fall,
they were gone. We smiled and felt we had witnessed something special and the seasons went on.

As Spring approached the following year they returned. We went through the same series of events,
starting slow then picking up with more visits. People noticed they were back and the fun began
again. Nobody, dogs included, bothered them and the pattern played out. Fall came and one day
they were gone.

The following Spring they were back. This time a different drake came with the female. In a few
weeks the first drake arrived and chased the new guy off, and life began again. Some courting and
mating happened right outside our front window. Then they played out the story and left in the Fall.

The cycle has been happening for at least six years now. And yesterday, March 10, they showed up
early for the new season. The ducks are back . . . and so is Spring.

Our April challenge to the people of Grace is to get outside and see all the wonderful things starting
to happen. Hang some clothes out to dry and save energy. Open up your windows and freshen up
your house. And enjoy the arrival of Spring.
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) \V Everyone is invited to Easter Brunch from 8 am to 10 am in the undercroft.
"\ Brunch will follow the 6 am Easter Vigil Service. If you prefer going to the
' Easter Day Service at 10 am, please come to church early & join us for
brunch too. Food will be provided by Fellowship Commission with a
L donation asked of all who are able. $5 per person or $20 per family.

Fellowship Commission is in need of helpers with set-up and food prep for the Easter
Brunch. We need help on Saturday, April 23" and on Easter Sunday, April 24", There is a
Volunteer sign-up sheet posted in the Commons. Please consider this opportunity; remember
the old saying... “Many hands make light work.” Thank you.

Our next meeting is Monday April 4th, 7:00 pm in the Undercroft.
From Sue Cloutier (Fellowship Commission)

\
\qug/ Spring Clean-Up Day, Saturday, April 16, 8:30 - noon: Join your
- friends to help spruce up the church grounds before Palm Sunday and
AN
, &

Holy Week. There will be plenty of projects. Bring rakes, clippers,
,%( \{'\ gloves, yard tools, etc. Hot coffee and fresh donuts provided!

Thank you to our

wonderful coffee hour
Every weekday and on Sundays too, the hosts for March!
Community Kitchen serves lunch to about 200
hungry people out of the commons area at
Western Seminary.

Community Kitchen Helpers Needed:

Katie Verspoor & Jill Smalldon
Jeff & Rosemary Erickson
Eve Shetterly and Cathy Develder

Grace Church is committed to providing three Cherie & Roger DeCook

or four helpers each Wednesday. Volunteers
are needed to help serve and clean up from
11:15am to 1:30pm every Wednesday. Please - from Laurie VanArk , Coffee Hour Coordinator
sign up in the Commons and let us know if you
are available to be “on-call”.

11
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11
12

13

14 Bette Comport

Lynne Frey
Cherie De Cook Pam Steele
Erpi}y Kelley 15 Bruce Fries
Gillian Klug 16 Bill Mendenhall
Tim Methric 17 Jacob Guyer
Lori Interbitzen George Moeke
Guy Packard 18 Graeme Richmond
Joan Austin Jim Van Ark
Judy Linn 19 Molly Coyle
Paul Hansen Melinda Heiberg
Vincent Barlow Lynne Watling
Margaret Hawley-Lowry 20 Ashley Klamt
Sandy Wright Ava Balisi
Jenny Shea 21 Harley Brown
Robert Stauffer 22 Jonathon Fries
Ron Interbitzen Ralph Schroeder
Michelle Essenburg 23 Krista Packard
Cherie Schmidt 24 Aaron De Cook
Andrea Paterson Dr. Drew
Dianne Hoyt 28 Nancy Chamness
Julie De Cook Judy Voss
Kevin Wennersten 29 Samuel Smalldon

Donna Borgman

17
27

Pamela Veenhoven
30 Hugh Ervine

Brthdays &
) Annrversaries

in Apral

Gladys & Jim Woodward
Ione & Paul Trap

Lorie Shier & Cel Meerman
Barb & Scott Anderson

Prayer List as of March 28,
2011

2
=
3

PRAYER REQUESTED FOR: Chris, Carly, the
Young-Tait family, David Klooster &
family, Richard Bailey & family, Caroline
Bates, the Huyser family, Barb Hettinga,
Judy Linn, Dale Labbe Sr., Lora Lee Murray
and family, Celaine, Tom, the Glupker
family, for the people of Northern Africa, the
Middle East and other places of war and
unrest; Lauren Kenniston, Ralph Suchor, the
Coyle family, Tom, the Eppink-Panelli
family, Lori Smith, Zach and family, Steve,
Caroline, Amanda, Emily, Campbell, Mike,
Jenny, Gail Malkiewicz, Beth Zirille, John,
Andrew, for the unemployed or under-
employed, for the women and men of the
Armed Forces, especially Chuck, Jeremy,
and other loved ones of our parish family, for
the people of Japan, New Zealand and all
victims of disasters worldwide, natural and
manmade; for those in our time who face
persecution for their faith and for their
persecutors, Mark & Christen Broersma and
family, Ray Viele, Allie Verburg & family,
Ben Broersma, Michael Borst, Arpod Jazko,
the Drew family, Dolores & Earl Barkel,
Janet Klumpp, Jodi, Sandy, Donna, Amy,
Diane, Adam, Bernice Viher (grandmother of
Alex Foster), Shannon, Gail Davison, Janet
Huyser, Stafford, Katherine McNamar, Judy
Ching, Tom Boyd, Nancy Lathem, Aaron
Schillaci, Alex, Tim and Jordyn and family,
Bruce Browning (brother of Jean Adams),
George Julius, Marian Schultz, Gilmore
Lawrence, Dave Masselink, Barb & Gordon,
Eric Heiberg, Aaron Miller, Betty Sova,
Gloria Stegenga, Ruth Hill, Betty & Jerry,
Marge Homan (mother of Carol Homan),
Mary Rieckmann, Curt Keegin, Vivian
Kingsley, John Keegin, Jackie Van Duren,
Lisa Leland, Ben Roper, Jim Roper.

To view the most current Grace Calendar, click on
the “Calendar” link of this website.




